
                                              DAYS OF OUR LIVES #287 

                 PRESERVING FORGOTTEN TURKEY MEMORIES  

Your memoirs are most welcome to the ASA Turkey DAYS OF OUR LIVES and is an effort on my 
part to preserve the stories and memories of Army Security Agency veterans who served in 
Turkey during the cold war. My goal is to collect and to preserve the stories -- Someday 
someone, perhaps our grandkids or great grandkids or genealogy buffs will want to know what 
we did in our early lifetime. Life has a way of accelerating as we get older. The days get shorter, 
and the list of promises to ourselves gets longer. Most of us live on a sparse diet of promises we 
make to ourselves when all the conditions are perfect! One morning, we awaken, and all we 
have to show for our lives is a litany of "I'm going to," "I plan on," and "Someday, when things 
are settled down a bit." – ! Thank you, Elder RC Green- - - aka gH, asagreenhornet@comcast.net 

                       THE 2016 ASA TURKEY REUNION WAS HELD  
                                          11-15 SEPTEMBER                                                                                             
                                           AT DAYTON, OHIO 

               

 

mailto:asagreenhornet@comcast.net


 

                 THE 2016 ATTENDANCE ROSTER 

ASPINWALL, Paul, Supply, 1LT, Det 4, 12JA65-22DE66, 14 Quail Ridge Dr., Madison, 
WI, 53717, 608-831-0670, paulasp@tds.net 

AUSBROOKS, Sonny & Elaine, 059, Det 4, SE64-SE65, 8552 Doveton Cir., Vienna, VA 
22182, 702-356-7247, ausb@verison.net  

BEALL, Tom & Linda, SP5, 98C, Det 27, JA65-JN66, 6670 Heisley Rd., Mentor, OH 
44060, 440-255-8642, tlbeall@att.net  

BENNETT, Harry & Kathy, guest, 4467 Knob Hill, Bellbrook, OH 45355, 937-371-9347, 
hbleadfoot@att.net     

BERGMANN, Chuck & Helen, 058,Det 27, 66-67, 20913 Foote Rd. Bay Village. OH 
44140, 216-701-1477, candhbergmann@gmail.com 

BROWN, Charles & Lori, 98J, Det 4, MR66-MR67, 307 Fry Ave., Robesonia, PA 19561, 
610-693-5584, sfcchb46@gmail.com                                                                              
 
BUSS, Frank, 059, Det 4, 61-62, 819 S Broadway, New Philadelphia, OH 44663, cell 
330-312-3806, frb27881@yahoo.com                                                                                                   

COX, Jim & Vicki, CPL-SGT, MP, Det 4, MR66-FE67, P.O Box 2424 Gadsden, AL 35903, 
256-492-4749,  jcoxnsg0047@comcast.net 

CRIDLEBAUGH, Lloyd, YOB: 1944, RA, 058, Tk4, AP63-OC64, 7504 N. State Rte 9, 
Kansas City, MO 64152, 816-741-6066, cell 816-976-8456,  

DYER, Wayne & Toni YOB: 1949, RA11915551, E5, 05H, Det 4, NO68-DE69,  14 
Mountain View Dr., Groton, VT 05046, 802-584-3730, diatribe@charter.net  
 
GOKPINAR, Kani, guest, fm Copenhagen & Belgium 
                                                                                                                                                            
GREEN, Elder & Patty, 98C/98Z, Det 27, 120, 4-4, 61-69, 3094 Warren Rd., Indiana, 
PA 15701, 724-471-4899, cell 724-388-2510, asagreenhornet@comcast.net  

GREENE, Ralph & Carol, guest, 414 Edgewood Ave, Indiana, PA 15701, 724-465-
2975, no email 

HELMS, George W., RA, E5, 722/723, Det 4, 62-63, 4 S. Potomac St., Baltimore, MD 
21224, 410-522-2773, no email  
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HYING, James & Germaine, E5, 722/CC, Det 4, FE62-MY63, 23870 Sorge Ln., 
Muscoda, WI 52573, 608-739-3367 & 608-475-0286, jghying@countryspeed.com  

JONES, Luther & Edna, 058, Det 27, 62-63, 307 Magnola Dr., Sunset Beach, NC 
28468, cell 910-228-3995, edmac@atmc.net                                                                             

KERN, Dave, S-2, Turk linguist, Det 27, 63-64, (Katherine), 6099 Millikin Rd., Liberty 
Twp, OH 45011, 513-777-6244, davidkern42@yahoo.com                                                                            

LAPP, Dean & Debbie, MP, Det 4, 65-66, 3629 Trails End Dr., Medina, OH 44256, cell 
330-289-1689, lappda@hotmail.com           

 LAZZARA, Tom, 058, Det 27, 63-67, 556 Central St., Leominster, MA 01463, 978-534-
7051, tommylazzara@msn.com                                                                                      

LOGSDON, Jim & Troy, C/C, Det 4, FE62-MR63, 10642 Aspen Pl., Union, KY 41091, 
859-384-0207, jlogsdon0207@twc.com  

MALSCH, Chuck & Joan, 988RU, Det 4, 64-65, 518 Hillcrest Ln., Lindenhurst, IL 60046, 
847-356-6497, Charles_malsch@sbcglobal.net   

OSSWALD, Ozzie & Norene, 98J, Det 4, FE64-JN65, 28 Greendale Rd., Hudson, NY 
12534, 318-828-6492, buzzman66@hotmail.com                                                   

OWEN, John, Janette, & Jonann, 98J, Det 4, 64-66, 6057 N.E. 130th Ave., Elkhart, IA 
50073, 515-367-3412, jwowen@dwx.com  

PETERSON, Bam & Joy,F&AO, Det 27, 63-65, 955 Ash Ave., Barron, WI 54812, 224-
234-8719, evansbep@chibarardun.net  

PRUITT, Bill & Carolyn, 76Y, Det 4, 64-65 & 76-77, 350 Steeplechase Dr., 
Campbellsville, KY 42718, 270-465-6371, bobcarol1@windstream.net                                     

RASMUSSEN, Ted, 058, Det 27, 5AP63-16SE64, 1182 Maple Ave., Lancaster, PA 
17603, 717-394-7026, cell 717-951-0648, theoraz@comcast.net 

REICHLEY, Kevin, 33D, Det 4, FE72-AU73, (Katie), 245 Crystal Petal Dr., Delaware, 
OH 43015, 330-477-8972, kevin.reichley@gmail.com   

SCHNAGL, Gene & Kathy, 98J, Det 4, 63-64, 3821 W. Glenwood Dr., Franklin, WI 
53132, 414-856-2910, eschnagl@wi.rr.com 

SIEBENALER, Frank & Judy, SGT, 058, Det 27, 62-64, 1213 N. Lake Shore, Dr., Lake 
City, MN 55041, 651-345-4477, frsiebenaler@gmail.com 
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SOBAY, Atakan, S-2 Turk Translator, Det 30 & 27, 63-64, 814 Hal McLain Rd., Manvel, 
TX 77578, 713-201-7970, atakan@att.net   

STEFFEN, Arnold & Janet, 283, Det 4, 58-59, 1043 Old Humboldt Rd., Jackson, TN 
38305, 731-664-5058, asteffen4@aol.com                                    

WENGER, Barry & Sharon, 058, Det 27, 62-64, 75 Clouser Hollow Rd., New 
Bloomfield, PA 17068, 717-582-4922, no email  

WHITMAN, Ken & Judi, 058, Det 27, 62-64, 35993 Dutch Dr., Rehoboth Beach, DE 
19971, cell 302-228-8950, seadevil18@comcast.net 
 
WINKLER, Bobbie, guest, widow of Winkie Winkler, 12195 Thames Pl., Cincinnati, OH 
45241, 513-489-5308 
 
 

 

 

           

GREEN, Elder RC (gH), YOB: 1936, RA13513638, E7, 982/98C, Det 27, 1-15MY61, Det 120, MY-JL65, Det 
27, JN66-OC67 & Det 4-4, OC67-NO68, (Patty), 3094 Warren Rd., Indiana, PA 15701, 724-471-4899, cell 
724-388-2510, asagreenhornet@comcast.net 1SG E8 USA(Ret) 
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                                   TAPS 
CAMMACK,  Maurice, DOB: 25FE1938 DOD: 20JN2015, E3-E5, Det 27, DE57-FE59, 
(Katie), 3024 E. Gallman Rd., Crystal Springs, MS 39059, 601-892-4597, 
sbelle4597@telepak.net  

Maurice Ervin Cammack, Jr., passed away at his home on Gallman, MS. on 20 June 
2015 after a brave and lengthy battle with cancer. Born in Terry, MS on 25 February 
1938, he was preceded in death by his parents, Maurice and Bessie Rae; and two 
brothers, Don and Ed. 
 
After graduating from Terry High School and marrying his high school sweetheart, 
Katie Ruth Hall, Maurice joined the United States Army in 1956. During his 26 years 
of service in the Army, Maurice served multiple tours of duty in Viet Nam and 
worked in varied Infantry, Artillery, Signal Corps, Army Security Agency in Ankara, 
Turkey at Det 27, from December 1957 to February 1959 and Military Intelligence 
assignments.  
 
He was a distinguished graduated of the Warrant Officer Senior Course, retiring as a 
CW4 in 1982 and was awarded the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Meritorious Service, 
Army Commendation, and National Defense medals along with many other Army 
service and campaign awards. Many of his military service years were spent as a 
proud member of the First Calvary Division.  
 
Maurice received a BA degree in Business Administration from Chaminade 
University in Honolulu, HI, and a Master's in Business Administration from Trinity 
University in San Antonio, TX. He was a member of the American Management 
Association, American Society for Industrial Security, The First Calvary Association, 
American Legion, VFW, and the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels. 
 
Upon retirement, he served as site Security Manager for the Northrop Aircraft 
Division and as a research engineer and supervisor for Lockheed Missiles and Space 
Company. Starting in 1988, Maurice worked as a faculty member at Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College as a computer science instructor, eventually being appointed as 
the Directory of Technology before his retirement in 2000.  
 
Maurice is survived by his wife, Katie Ruth Cammack of Gallman; daughter, Mary 
Rene' Simpson, (wife of Randy Simpson) of Morton; son, William Ervin Cammack of 
Dallas, TX; granddaughter, Courtney Rene' McInnis, (wife of R.J. McInnis) of Pearl; 
grandsons, Brandon and Bradley Simpson of Morton; great-grandson, Colston 
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McInnis; and great-granddaughter, Mary Landry McInnis of Pearl.  
Maurice was buried at Old Crystal Springs Cemetery in Crystal Springs, MS  
Below I will include 1 of the many emails that Maurice sent to me:  
 
DOOL 74, dtd 28JN2002:   
Elder, Just a note to let you know that I received the Memory Book you were kind 
enough to send to me. I am working on a BIO and trying to get Katie to help me pick out 
a few pictures to attach. I found good Commander, who was fair in his dealings with us 
young enlisted types in those days and who cared about his troops.  Last Thursday, I 
had a real bad swelling of my bad leg, and when I went to the Doctor, they sent me on 
to our small country hospital for a sonogram of my vein.  The sonogram found blood 
clots again and they sent me to another hospital in Jackson, MS.  The doctors there ran 
a veinogram and confirmed the problems.  I have to be operated on as soon as my 
primary doctor gets back from a 3-week vacation in Sweden to have a stint placed in the 
vein so it will stay open.  The bad part of this is that I will be unable to attend the 2002 
reunion since I won't be over the operation and can't travel for some time. I am, 
however, making plans for 2003 already.  On another subject, I never heard from Ron 
Crocheron, and the email never came back. I had hoped to look him up at the 2002 
reunion, but will have to save that for next year also. Thank you again, Elder, and best 
wishes to you and your family also. Sincerely, Maurice Cammack  
 
Elder, Just a note to let you know that I received the material you were kind enough to 
send to me. I am working on a BIO and trying to get Katie to help me pick out a few 
pictures to attach. I found my promotion orders to Sgt E-5 in 1958, while at Det 27 and 
have the names of others on the set of orders. I also found information about 2 
commanders we had while I was in the Det, along with the names of our NCOIC, and 
Maintenance NCOIC. This information will be included in the BIO, or if you prefer, I can 
forward the names separately. Tom Stephens, the guy I mentioned who was with me in 
the unit, has been out of town but will be back next week, and maybe if I jog his mind, 
he can also help me identify others who were in Ankara with us. Again, thank you for 
the Memory Book and the reunion info. When Tom gets back, we'll get together and try 
our darnest to get up your way this fall Best wishes 
 
McCULLOUGH, John T., DOB: 22JL1938,DOD: 19SE2016, RA15560286, E3-E4, 058, 
Det 4, DE57-JA59, (Sue),1044 E. Smith Rd., Medina OH 44256 330-722-6490, 
john38@zoominternet.net. 
Hi Elder, - This is Dave Collins in Atlanta.  A good friend of mine, John McCullough 
passed away on 19 September 2016. John and I were both stationed in Sinop in 1958 
and were ditty boppers. Thanks, Dave Collins 
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                                                                 RIP                                                                                                        
                                                     John T. McCullough                                                                                        
                                                        1938-2016, 78y 

McCullough  in Cleveland, OH.  John was a United States Army Veteran who served 
with the Army Security Agency at TUSLOG Det 4 in Sinop, Turkey from December 1957 
to January 1959 as a Morse code operator. 

John and Sue E. (nee Van Rooy) were married on 17 January 1959. John loved his 
family. He enjoyed hiking, camping, his flowers and computers. He was a member of 
DUEL. 

He will be dearly missed by his beloved wife, Sue; son, John H. (Su); daughters, Peggy 
(Terry) Williamson and Terry McCullough; grandchildren, Sachiko, Keiko, Quinn, Arisara 
and Christina; also his sisters, Lauralee and Evelyn John T. McCullough, 78, of Medina, 
OH passed away on 19 September 2016 at the Northwestern Health Care in Berea, 
OH. He was born on 22 July 1938 to John B. and Evelyn (nee Gutshall; and his niece, 
Cheryl. 

John was preceded in death by parents; son, Mark; brother, William; and sisters, Jean 
and Shirley. 



Funeral Service were held on 24 September 2016 with Military honors in Resthaven 
Memory Gardens in Avon, OH. 

 
DOOL #118, 30MY2003 
McCULLOUGH, John T., DOB: 22JL1938, RA15560286, E3-E4, 058, Det 4, DE57-
JA59, (Sue),1044 E. Smith Rd., Medina OH 44256 330-722-
6490,john38@zoominternet.net  
I first contacted John McCullough on 22 May 2003 about his tour of duty as a 058 at Det 
4 in Sinop, Turkey. 

John enlisted in the Army on the buddy plan and both during basic were interviewed by 
ASA personnel and both accepted the ASA proposal to be trained as ditty-boppers at 
Fort Devens. John completed the 058 training on time, but his buddy plan buddy was 
delayed by a few weeks and was assigned to Germany; whereas John was sent to Vint 
Hill Farms and then sent to Sinop.  John enjoyed the duty and friendship at Sinop, but 
found the off-duty hours boring as there was no real social life.  John was assigned 
back to Vint Hill Farms. Got married and extended his enlistment for 11 months. Had 
plans to make the ASA a career, but when got alerted for duty at the US Embassy in 
Bangkok decided to get out. Has had a life after death experience and was dead for 
approximately 30 seconds during which time he heard beautiful music and was aware of 
a masked surgeon standing above his head. John, now FIRMLY believes that there is 
life after death.  

John, like most everyone else promised to write his BIO and recent photo's of his family. 
my called on the 23rd and on the 24th followed it up with six scanned 1958 photo's of 
the church being built, the dispensary, the EM Club, the theater, the great mess hall; the 
1958 OUR GANG photo of John McCullough and nine of his friends and a photo of 
John McCullough standing outside his Jamesway hut. I first contacted John McCullough 
on 22 May 2003 about his tour of duty as a 058 at Det 4 in 1957.-JA59. John then sent 
me 6 photo’s which I scanned and have included below. and left message. John 
returned  
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        The ID of those in the above photo of John T. McCullough and his Sinop Gang of 
1958                                          
               Front row: L-R: Fred Kreutzfeldt, Bob Cunningham, Sam Head & Lowry 
McKinnon                                
                                     2nd row: Silas Woody, John McCullough, & John James                                                             
                                     3rd row: Elder Wood, Andrew Gladson & Russell Werbelow 

The last I heard from John McCullough was in September 2003 in DOOL #130 as 
follows: 

McCULLOUGH, John T.  DOB: 1938 RA15560286 E3-E4 058 Det 4, 58, (Sue),1044 E. 
Smith Rd., Medina OH 44256 330-722-6490, john38@zoominternet.net. - Elder, Sue 
and I would like to thank you for all your hard work in arranging the 2003 reunion. This 
was our first and we really enjoyed getting together with fellow ASA'ers.  I personally 
enjoyed my time (although limited) spent with Carlos and Frankie Hunt.  Carlos and I 
were in Sinop at the same time,1958. Although we had never met in Sinop we had a lot 
of common subjects to talk about. I have especially enjoyed the 2003 ASA Turkey 
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Memory Mini CD. In fact I located a fellow ditty bopper who my wife and I spent a lot of 
good times with in 1957 at Vint Hill Farms Station, Vergil and Lois Rearick. 

Vergil made a career of the Army and then gave the government another 20 years with 
NSA. We hope to get together soon. Elder...Vergil is a native of Elderton, PA and 
mentioned that he is going on a hunting trip within 10 miles of your home. The Rearicks 
were at the Ft .Devens reunion a couple of years ago. We also would like to comment 
on the Seven Springs Resort near Champion, PA. What a terrific place. Never been 
there before and would like to go back again. During our limited time there we had a 
nice guided tour on Saturday before dinner. Also a history lesson about the founding 
family Adolph and Helen (damn I can't remember the last name). The tour lasted an 
hour and we enjoyed it immensely. Once again, thanks for putting it all together. Best 
Regards, John & Sue McCullough 

 

 

 

 

 

                               MAIL call 
ASHTON, Bob, SP5, 273, Det 66, JL63-JL64, Milton, VT                                                 
AUSBROOKS, Sonny, E3-E5, 059, Det 4, SE64-SE65, Vienna, VA                                                              



BENNETT, Harry, USN, Bellbrook, OH                                                                                               
COMROE, Mike, SP4, 059, Det 27,61-63, Audubon, PA                                                                     
COX, Jim, CPL-SGT, MP, Det 4, MR66-FE67, Gadsden, AL                                                          
DYER, Wayne, SP5, 05H,Det 4, NO68-DE69, Groton, VT                                               
HOUGHTON, Jim, Det 4, 56-57, Johnstown, PA                                                 
TINSLEY, Albert, SP5, 33D, Det 4, JA72-JA73, Scott Depot, WV 

 

                MAIL call in alphabetical order 
ASHTON, Robert J., YOB: 1940, RA11349856, SP5, 273, Det 66, JL63-JL64, (Dot), 
178 Lake Rd., Milton, VT 05468, 802-893-4194 or 802-899-5146, rashton33@cs.com  

Fm: Rashton33@cs.com  
Subj: CORRECTION Elder Green, I was assigned to Det 66 instead of 27. I am old and forgetful! 
Everything out listed is correct. I appreciate your efforts in getting this site up and operating. I 
went through the entire roster and found several of the folks that I served with on the roster, 
however most of them had no address attached to them. Two other men who were in Det 66 
and were good freinds are Melvin Chun from Honolulu and Joe Spear from New York City. I 
have been in contact with Chun and know that he is still living in Honolulu. As an aside, I was 
planning on making a career of the Army and had six years in when I rotated back stateside. 
My reinlistment officer was a CW4 Kroll. He had me in for an interview. My MOS proficiency 
scores were very high every year that we were tested. His advise to me was to get out of the 
Army and make something of myself. I took his advice! Thanks again. Robt Ashton/Milton, VT 

DOOL #54, dtd 15FE2002: Reading the Memories from Elder Green made me 
Fm: Rashton33@cs.com  
Subj: CORRECTION Elder Green, I was assigned to Det 66 instead of 27. I am old and forgetful! 
Everything out listed is correct. I appreciate your efforts in getting this site up and operating. I 
went through the entire roster and found several of the folks that I served with on the roster, 
however most of them had no address attached to them. Two other men who were in Det 66 
and were good freinds are Melvin Chun from Honolulu and Joe Spear from New York City. I 
have been in contact with Chun and know that he is still living in Honolulu. As an aside, I was 
planning on making a career of the Army and had six years in when I rotated back stateside. 
My reinlistment officer was a CW4 Kroll. He had me in for an interview. My MOS proficiency 
scores were very high every year that we were tested. His advice to me was to get out of the 
Army and make something of myself. I took his advice! Thanks again. Robt Ashton/Milton, 
VT.  Remember some of the things that happened while I was at Manzarelli Station. I 
arrived in Ankara in July of 1963. It was shortly after the attempted coup. We were 
hustled through customs and herded into a van and driven to the site. We remained 
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restricted to base for some period of time. I recall hearing that the men heading up the 
coup were hung in downtown Ankara at the site of Atatürk’s statue. 

A much more significant memory was that of the assassination of President Kennedy. I 
got up that evening and began preparing to go to the comm center for the midnight shift. 
I was still in the Det 66 barracks when I heard that JFK had been killed. It was difficult to 
believe that someone had murdered our Commander-in-Chief. When I got to the mess 
hall for the midnight meal that was the only topic of conversation that I remember. Was 
it the Russians? Were we going to war? One black guy that I was eating with was very 
concerned that a black might have done the job and that his race would lose all that 
they had gained. 

Standard procedure in the receiver area of the comm center was to print AP, UPI and 
Reuters news services for the COL. The wires were humming for the whole night and 
we kept track of what was coming off the wires. I remember that a formation in dress 
greens was held on the parade field and some formal document was read. I don't recall 
who was in charge of the formation. They were very somber days. 

Det 66 had a mobile comm center in those days. I recall that the Greeks and the Turks 
got into a squabble on Cyprus probably in early 1964. Bishop Marcharios (?) was the 
Greek leader of Cyprus. It got pretty heated and the Turks gave all Greek nationals 
living in Turkey 48 hours to exit the country. I often stayed at the Otel Emperial in 
downtown Ankara. The manager was a Greek. (At one point he tried to get me to 
furnish him with American cigarettes, which I refused to do. I liked living in the barracks 
just fine!) He and his family had to get out and quickly. We were on the verge of going to 
Cyprus with the mobile unit for a few weeks. Things cooled off after a while. I never did 
see the Greeks come back, although I am sure they did eventually 

Bob Ashton checked in in July 2003 to let me know that he still reads & enjoys the 
DOOL’s and wonders why so few ex-Det 66 vet’s contribute to the DOOL. 

 

AUSBROOKS, Cecil B. (Sonny), YOB: 1942, RA, E3-E5, 059, Det 4, SE64-SE65, 
(Elaine), 8552 Doveton Cir., Vienna, VA 22182, 703-356-7247, auscb@verizon.net  

  
Here is some info on the 2017 reunion  if you are interested.  The 2016 Reunion in 
Dayton was interesting; although I had spent a lot of time there in training with the 
National Cash Register Company (NCR). Gatlinburg, TN is always a lot of fun. 
Cecil (Sonny) Ausbrooks 
 
BENNETT, Harry, USN, guest, 2016 union, (Kathy), 4467 Knob Hill, Bellbrook, OH 
45355, 937-371-0347, hbleadfoot@att.net  
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All of  the attendees at the 2016 reunion got to know Harry & Kathy Bennett quite well 
as they were the official guides to the Carillon Historical Park and to the USAF Museum 
which everyone enjoyed.  At the AF Museum they arranged for motor scooters to be 
available for those who needed them. There were 15 scooters used and they certainly 
were appreciated.  

Also, I informed Harry that he was going to be one of the speakers after the banquet.  
When told that he would be called upon to say a few words about himself – he thought 
about what he would talk about.  Well, he thought since this is a Army reunion – he’d 
talk about his four year hitch with the US Navy.  

For this Harry brought three Navy Blue ball caps for his presentation.  Everyone 
wondered why the three  hats and being that Harry is a jovial person he proceeded to 
explain each hat as it related to his four years in the Navy.  

To begin his talk – Harry wore a hat with NAVY on it and on the table were hats with 
USS LEYTE AND USS ANTIETAM embroidered thereon.  During the talk he would 
switch the hats to fit each duty assignment.  

Harry stated that he was proud to be raised on a farm in Penn Run, PA and that there 
were  four boys and four girls in the family.  All four brothers served in the US Navy for 
four years, but not at the same time.   

Harry asked if anyone knew about the USS MAGPIE disaster during the Korean War. 
Kevin Reichley immediately found it on his I-phone and confirmed the USS Magpie 
tragedy.  

Harry then told the story of his brother Alex being one of  the 33 sailors  serving aboard 
the USS MAGPIE (a minesweeper) near Chusan Po Korea  on 1 October 1950 when 
the Magpie hit a mine resulting in the loss of 21 sailors. One of his buddies was Charles 
Bash from Dixonville, PA who had to have been the first casualty when the MAGPIE hit 
the mines .  

Harry explained that the Bennett and Bash farms were about 15 miles apart. Charles 
was forward looking over the side and Alex was at the fantail  looking over the side. 
They hit a mine forward just under Bash and one can just imagine what happened to 
Charley.  My brother was blown into the waters badly hurt, he didn't have the strength to 
deploy his life vest. 

           B.M.C. (Boatswain Mate) Vail Carpenter heard him hollering for help, he got to 
him and pulled him into a lifeboat. There were only 12 survivors and 21 who didn’t 
survive. Below you will find the complete story on the loss of the USS Magpie.  



When Harry was 14 years old he went with Alex to visit the parents of Charlie Bash.  
That memory is a lasting one as Alex told the Bash’s exactly what happened and how 
their son was lost at sea.  

Harry was the last of the brothers to join the Navy , and my brothers had a lot of advice 
for him, some good and some he can’t tell you about.   

One thing I can remember that when I was in boot camp they would give you an 
evaluation sheet , asking you different things you would like to do over the 4 next years. 
They told me that if you wanted on the east or west coast, put the opposite of where of 
you wanted to go. So I put the west coast. Guess what? I got what I wanted. The East 
Coast. 

After Boot Camp I was sent to A&P school in Norman Oklahoma. After that I was sent to 
Quonset Point Naval Air Station, Quonset Point Rhode Island where I became a plane 
captain.                                       

                                                                                               
                                                            S2F Tracker 

 Our plane was a S2F Tracker, Anti Submarine Patrol Plane, we carried bombs and 
rockets. We patrolled from Rhode Island to New York City.  

                                                                                                                     
                                                           USS Leyte 



We did go to sea and operate off aircraft Carrier at times, our squadron was assigned to 
the USS Leyte so he put on the LEYTE hat. In 1958 Harry went to the Mediterranean. 
When they came back the LEYTE was decommissioned. 

                                                                                            
                                                   USS ANTIETAM 

 

Then we were assigned to the U.S.S Antietam. Harry then put on his ANTIETAM hat. 

In those days you had to be in the Navy for at least 1 ½ years before you could get the 
rank of Petty Officer, which I did. I then became a line PO. Our duties as plane captains 
were many. We would start the engines, run at idle , and then up to flight RMP. Check 
all things in cockpit, then inspect outside of plane to make sure it has been serviced. 
The responsibilities were endless. Once the pilot came out he went through the same 
sort or inspections. I will always remember my first time off of the Leyte. I went up with 
my division officer when we came out of the island. I made a left turn, he said where are 
you going? I said to him, you got to be kidding me? No the skipper is catapult t #1 and 
we are on #@ we went 200 fr in 1 ½ seconds and then we landed it's about 86 knots or 
115 mph. As you can see. I had a great time U.S. Navy.  

Now what I’m about to tell you I take very serious. I want to thank each and every one of 
you for your service to our country.  Also for the men and women who have served and 
who are serving in our country and points all around the world.  For if wasn't for all the 
military where would this country be today? And I too am very thankful for the 
opportunity to have served the greatest country in the world. 

Harry also told many jokes which everyone enjoyed, especially Tom Beall when Harry 
told him about his twin brother. 



                                                               
                                                              USS MAGPIE 

 

ACTION REPORT 
Loss of USS Magpie, 1 October 1950 

Brief narrative report of loss of USS Magpie while on 
Minesweeping duty off Chusan Po, Korea.  

Ship’s forward portion exploded and after section 
settled by the head when Magpie struck a mine. 

12 survivors. 

10 October 1950 
USS Dixie (AD 14) 
From: CARPENTER, Vail P., BMC, 393 08 57 US Navy 
To: Secretary of the Navy 
(1) Commander Mine Division Fifty-two 
(2) Commander United Nations Blockading and Escort Force, Far East 
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 
(4) Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet 
(5) Chief of Naval Operations 

Subject: Loss of the USS MAGPIE (AMS25) 

 

 

http://www.koreanwar-educator.org/photo_albums/ships_album/ships_uss_magpie.jpg
http://www.koreanwar-educator.org/topics/branch_accounts/navy/uss_magpie/guam_1948_49.jpg


Photos provided by Ed Clanton of Lumber Bridge, North Carolina. 

(Click a picture for a larger view) 

Reference: US Navy Regulations 1948, Article 0778 

1. As senior survivor of the USS MAGPIE (AMS25), my version of the MAGPIE loss 
is as follows: At about 1700, minus 9 zone time, 1 October 1950, I was on 
watch on the fantail, during mine-sweeping operations. The starboard sweep 
gear and magnetic tail were streamed. Three hundred fathoms of sweep wire 
was in use. We were in approximate position latitude 36-30 N., longitude 129-
30 E., off Chusan Po, Korea, and on a southerly course. Steaming at ten knots. 
The USS MERGANSER (AMS26) was stationed about five hundred yards astern 
and to starboard of the MAGPIE. At about this time there was a tremendous 
explosion forward and the entire forward portion of the ship, forward of the 
stack, appeared to explode. The remainder of the ship immediately started to 
settle by the head. During this period I took shelter under the towing winch but 
could see forward. After the debris stopped falling I assisted in launching the 
port after ten-man life raft. After that I proceeded as far forward as I could to 
the break abreast of the stack, on both port and starboard sides, with the view 
of assisting any survivors or saving the ship. I encountered no one. After this 
inspection I abandoned ship, port side, to assist BENNETT, 365 32 49, EMFN, 
USN, who was in the water and shouting for help. BENNETT was injured and 
unable to adjust and inflate his life jacket. I assisted BENNETT to the raft and 
both of us boarded the raft. After being in the water and on the raft for a 
period of about thirty minutes, the USS MERGANSER (AMS26) Wherry towed 
us to the MERGANSER. 
  

2. There were twelve survivors: CARLOCK, Dale T., 344 79 03, FN, USN; 
CARPENTER, Vail P., 393 08 57, BMC, USN; DOBBS, Thomas D., 325 16 58, 
ETSN, USN; ESPINOZA, Leo L., 369 20 83, SN, USN; KEPFORD, James W., 345 
02 15, FN, USN; McCLAIN, James H., 569 02 59, FN, USN; HARRISON, William 
E., 234 41 27, GM3, USN; BENNETT, Alex W., 365 32 49, EMFN, USN; 
BENSON, Richard B., 325 74 34, SN, USN; BLASSINGAME, Henry A., 581 07 
35, CSSA, USN; KASTENS, Howard L., 344 82 35, USN; SANDERS, Howard W., 
570 94 48, QM3, USN. The first seven survivors are now quartered on board 
USS DIXIE (AD14). The last five were transferred by USS MERGANSER to USS 
REPOSE (AH15) at Pusan, Korea for treatment. I do not know what disposition 
was later made of them. 
  

3. To the best of my knowledge all records and logs were lost, except pay 
accounts which were on board the USS DIXIE (AD14). Pay account of 
HARRISON, W.E., 234 41 27, USN, were lost with the USS MAGPIE. 
  



4. It is understood that Commander United Nations Blockading and Escort Force, 
Far East, had ordered an investigation to inquire into the circumstances 
resulting in the sinking of the USS MAGPIE and the injury or loss of the 
members of her crew. – (signed) VAIL P. CARPENTER 

CASUALTY LIST – MAGPIE DEATHS 

1. Bash, Charles Russell, RDSN, USN - Dixonville, PA - MIA 
2. Beck, Robert Augustus, BMC, USN - Richmond, CA - MIA 
3. Calhoun, Stanley Louis, EMFN, USN - Pembroke, KY - MIA 
4. Cloud, George Grady, EN1, USN - Oakland, CA - MIA 
5. Coleman, Richard Allyn, YBN3, USN - Lewistown, MT - MIA 
6. Cook, Theodore Amos, QMSN, USN - Sacramento, CA - MIA 
7. Davis, Roy Anderson, HM1, USN - Russellville, KY - MIA 
8. Dowell, James Clayborn, EMFN, USN - Stockton, CA - MIA 
9. Durkee, Seth Dean, QM1, USN - Cashmere, WA - MIA 
10. Ferjaran, Vincente Quitugua, SD3, USN - Asan, Guam - MIA 
11. Ferrell, Harry Elmer, ENFN, USN - Cleveland, OH - MIA 
12. Horton, Charles Thomas, CSSN, USN - Columbiana, AL - MIA 
13. Hughes, Lloyd Edgar, CS1, USN - Ottawa, KS - MIA 
14. Krouskoupf, Eugene Paul, SN, USN - Zanesville, OH - MIA 
15. Langwell, ENS. Robert Warren, USN - Indianapolis, IN - MIA 
16. Person, LT. (jg) Warren Roy, USN - Pacific Grove, CA - MIA 
17. Rogers, Cleveland Green, SO2, USN - Foxworth, MS - MIA 
18. Scott, Richard Dale, BM1, USN - Peru, IN - MIA 
19. Wainwright, ENS. Robert Ernest, USN - North Andover, MA - MIA 
20. Wanee, LT. (jg) Donald Victor, USN - Gardena, CA - MIA 

 

Casualties - Further Information 

• Langwell, Ensign Robert W. 

Robert Langwell MIA/KIA Korea October 1, 1950 aboard the United States Navy 
Minesweeper Magpie when it struck a mine and was one of the 21 Magpie crew 
members who went down with the minesweeper. Their bodies were presumed to 
have been lost at sea and their status was carried that way until 2009. Ensign 
Langwell remains were recovered after a Korean villager directed military personnel 
to a grave he had dug 59 years earlier for a body that had been washed ashore. 
Soldiers discovered a complete skeleton along with clothing and some identification 
cards. (Information supplied by Harry McCawley, Associate Editor of the Republic 
Newspaper and Memorial Committee Member) 
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COMROE, Mike, YOB: 1939, RA13693057, SP4, 059, Det 27,61-63, (Jane), 205 
Pinetown Rd., Audubon, PA 19403, 610-666-7402, pennstateblue@verizon.net  

Elder: - I hope the 2016 reunion went well and all had a good time. We're sorry to have 
missed all the activities there in Dayton but circumstances prevented us from attending 
this year. We had been planning an Alaskan Inter Passage sea land vacation for over a 
year and expected to go in May/June 2017. However when Janie was searching the net 
she came across an Holland American package for the first two weeks in September 
that we couldn't refuse. So instead of downtown Dayton, we visited Vancouver, 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, and Juneau. I've attached two Alaskan pictures from our 
ship's veranda of Glacier Bay, Alaska to show you the beauty of our 50th state. You 
may use them in the DOOL's if you desire. Janie and I both wish you a belated Happy 
80th Birthday. Next year in Pigeon Forge God willing.  Mike & Jane Comroe 
 

COX, Jim, YOB: 1943, RA14820047, E4-E5, MP, Det 4, MR66-FE67, (Vicki), PO Box 
2424 Gadsden, AL 35903, 256-492-4749, jcoxmsg0047@comcast.net  

Elder: - Just wanted to let you know that I had a wonderful time at the 2016 Dayton 
reunion. I, even though it was my third visit, really enjoyed the AF museum. It was very 
interesting seeing the presidential airplanes. Maybe one day we could have a future 
reunion in Pensacola and see the Navy air museum. I was stationed there with the DOD 
Defense Investigative Service from 11/72 to 9/76. I'm sure they have added more since 
I was transferred.  
 
DYER, Wayne, YOB: 1949, RA11915551, E5, 05H,Det 4, NO68-DE69, (Toni), 14 
Mountain View Dr., Groton, VT 05046, 802-584-3730, diatribe@charter.net  

Elder,  I ran into Steve Ross, South Ryegate, VT, today.  He was Det 169 guy in Sinop in the 
early 70’s.  I gave him some info on the DOOL and your email.  He and his wife are both retired 
and he liked the sound of the next reunion being in Pigeon Forge.  He said he would look over 
the info and he may get in touch with you.  I told him you would be glad to include anyone from 
Det 169 and/or 66 to receive the DOOL or go to the reunions even though they were not actually 
ASA. Wayne 

GEROW, Edward Stanley, YOB: 5AU1938, DOD: 22NO2015, 77y. RA, E5, 272, 
Det 66, JL62-JA64, 24 Tampa St., Nashua, NH 03060, K1hap@juno.com –    

mailto:webmaster@koreanwar-educator.org?subject=Web%20site%20question
mailto:lynnita@koreanwar-educator.org
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This is a repeat of DOOL #147 dtd 27FE2005.  I just now received new information 
regarding the life and times of Kenneth Baldwin who served at Manzarali Station with 
Det 66.  It was received from Ed Gerow who later passed away on 22 November 
2015. The new info will be included in a future DOOL after I finish the AFTER 
ACTION report on the 2016 reunion at Dayton, OH 

Hello Elder, I thought it was about time, again, that someone from Det 66 checked in. 
I am still here but not very active with this group and I have not attended any reunions 
except the first one at Devens in 2001. I am not sure why the large number of Det 66 
Vets do not sign in, however they do not sign in anywhere else on the internet, that I 
have found. To catch up a little, you may recall that I married a Turkish girl while at 
Ankara, That was 41 years ago and we have sort of returned to the scene of the crime. 
Two years ago we purchased a retirement home at Kusadasi, Turkey and we spend 
some portion of the year there. Not the mid summer (too hot) and not the peak winter, 
(too cold) but in between we enjoy time there and traveling around the Aegean Coast. 
I hope to go to Ankara in the fall. I need someone to send me Ken Baldwin's Turkish 
name and I will see if he is still around Kusadasi.  Someone had provided it in a 
correspondence a couple of years ago but I have not found it.  Ken was in my outfit 
when I was there and I did know him fairly well. I still read and check out all of the 
newsletters and will continue to do so. I hope to make one of the reunions in the future 
but probably not this year. My best to all of those that are active here and served with 
us in the various Tuslog Detachments around Turkey. Just to assure everyone that 
Turkey is really the same, the last time I went to Ephesus a pair of F-16's flew over, 
well in excess of the sound barrier, shaking the antiquities there with the sonic 
boom, and making the visitors very nervous! Just like the old revolution days. 
Regards: Ed Gerow, SP5 E5 at Det 66, Stratcom Communications (Ankara 
Relay Station) 62-64 
 



                                                                
                                                Ed Gerow – Det 66 - 1961 
The photo was taken at the FIRST ASA TURKEY reunion at Fort Devens in 
September 2001.    

DOOL # 41, DTD 11JA2002: Fm: Edward S Gerow k1hap@juno.com To: Robt 
Ashton Rashton33@cs.com Cc: Daryl Waite, k9jpq@hotmail.com; Elder RC 
Green, ercgreen@yourinter.net Subj:  Det 66 Hi Bob, I saw your response to Elder 
Green and checked out my Det 66 listing and I find your name as an SP5 E5 on or 
about September 27 1963 . 
Greetings, I was at Det 66 from 62 to 64 as an MOS 272/273 working as a 272, 
Transmitter Specialist at the Det 66 Transmitter site at Golbasi about 10 miles southeast 
of site 23.  I left early in 1964 for reassignment at ECRS (WAR) at Washington DC.  I'm 
sure we have a few common acquaintences.  I lived downtown in Ankara so those that I 
knew at Site 23 were somewhat limited. I wonder what you did there? I have 
never found any trace of any other STRATCOM group so at least just a few of us are 
attached to this Det 27 ASA Group where they have welcomed us with all the full honors 
for serving at Site 23.  I attended the past reunion at Devans and plan on joining 
everyone in PA this September and hope you will do the same.  There are five or six of 
us checked in here and I'm sure we will hear from someone else.  Let me know your 
particulars and keep in touch. 
Regards  Edward S Gerow, (Ed), Nashua, NH      
-----------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                                                        

HOUGHTON, Jim, Det 4, 56-57124 Lindberg, (Sally), , Ave., Johnstown, PA 15905, 
814-255-2431, jeh_124@atlanticbb.net 
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Elder, -  Thanks for Info. I was going to come to the 2016 reunion but I have been 
having some health problems this last months and was not feeling too much like 
traveling. I have had Pneumonia a couple of times over the past year that have left me 
feeling tired and weak. This golden year aren’t what they are cracked up to be but the 
alternative isn’t any better. 
Have a great day - Jim 
 
LOGSDON, Jim, YOB: 1940, RA15650412, SP5, 723, Det 4, FE62-MR63, (Troy), 
10642 Aspen Pl., Union, KY 41091, 859-384-0207, jlogsdon0207@twc.com  

Dear Elder & Patty: 

I just wanted you to know that my wife, Troy, and I got home safe and sound and to say 
“THANK YOU” for the warm welcome that we received at the ASA Turkey reunion last 
week, I’m apologizing to you for only being able to stay for one night but we certainly 
enjoyed the time there.  I had my MRI last Tuesday morning but will not be able to find 
out the results until later this month, 

It was very good to see George Helms again.  I was able to keep somewhat in touch 
with him through Christmas cards and a note here and there. 

If every thing goes okay we hope to see everyone in Gatlinburg-Pigeon Forge, Tn in 
2017. 

While in Dayton I showed you a few pictures that I took while at Sinop and you asked 
me to send them to you.  I’ve enclosed 15 of the for you to scan. 

mailto:jlogsdon0207@twc.com


                                                                                          
                        Jim Logsdon posing in front of the HQ’s building in 1962 

                                   
The Det 4 site was on the top of an extent volcano on the peninsula and this photo reflects a look 
from the top of the HILL and back toward the town of Sinop and the Turkish mainland 



                                                      
                                     The Det 4 firehouse station in 1962 

 

 

              
This is the BOQ building in 1962.  The small stone structure to the right of the BOQ is what is 
left of a very old Turkish building/ 

 



                                            
                                                         The Water Tower in 1962 

 

                                                            
                                                   The Chapel and Dispensary in 1962 



    
                           The Det 4 Front Gate  in 1962 per Jim Logsdon photo 

                                 
                        The Det 4 Main Gate in 1963 per Tim Bazzett’s Soldier Book  



 

                                                                                                             
The above photo was of the Det 4 Main Gate on 17 May 1961 after the RIOT took place and  
where all the windows in the Guard shack were broken with thrown rocks. A Turk COOK named 
PVT Rifat Asian was shot by a disgruntled Turk eskara named PVT Yakup Ardue. For this the 
Turks blamed PFC Bruce Mondahl. The Det 4 Turk linguist, SP4 Richard G. Sherrington was a  
eye witness who along with Rifat Asian was trying to take PVT Eddie Woods M1 carbine away 
from Yakup Ardue when Ardue pulled the trigger.                                                                                                                                 
To read about the RIOT of 17 May 1961 go to http://dool-1.tripod.com and click on #247 for the 
STORY about this incident  

http://dool-1.tripod.com/


          

 

  

 

                                                              
                The Det 4 Chapel - 1862                           The new Det 4 Gym – completed 1962                                                        



      

 
                                  These 4 photo’s are the Det 4 barracks in 1962 

       

This photo of Det 4 on the HILL was sent to me by the late LtCol Don MacKinnon who served 



as the Deputy CDR at Det 4 from AU72 to AU73 and should bring memories of what the HILL 
looked like from the air in the 1970’s 

SCHNAGL, Gene 

 



 

 

 

 

THOMAS, Chuck, Det 4-4,  

        
    Thanks, Elder Green. It's good to be here, man! I still plan to send you my KAS story. 



Later. Chuck 
 
TINSLEY, Albert A., SP5, RA, 33D, Det 4, JA72-JA73, (Reta), 133 Scott Ln., Scott 
Depot, WV 25560, cell 304-776-3743, alandreta@suddenlink.net  
 

    
                 Albert & Reta Tinsley – 2004                                                                         2015 
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