DAYS OF OUR LIVES #271
MAIL-call - PRESERVING FORGOTTEN MEMORIES
I welcome articles, BIO's, stories, etc and certainly hope that all ASA Turkey Vet's will contribute and make the
newsletter worthwhile. You can write whatever message you would like, and it will show up right here for you to
share with the ASA Turkey group! I will respond to all e-mails and will assist whenever needed, but reserve the
right to edit for content and clarity and welcome any errors that may appear herein. Thank you, Elder RC Green
aka gH, asagreenhornet@comcast.net

THE US ARMY NO LONGER TRAINS PERSONNEL FOR 058/05H MOS
Signs of the times – Ditty-Bopper MOS no longer exists
During the period that ASA was a major command – the predominate monitor MOS
within units was 1717 first and then changed to 058 and lastly to 05H.
Am I wrong in assuming that a growing number of Americans feel a helpless dread as they come to the
inescapable conclusion that our nation's decline is an act of choice rather than of chance.
Within this DOOL you will find the outstanding BIO of the first one from Det 4 to fly missions
with the US Navy P2V ELINT Collection Program out of Incirlik Air Base at Adana, Turkey. In
DOOL #270 I briefly wrote about the 3 Vietnamese linguists assigned to Det 4 in February
1958 and that one of them, John V. Smith, was the one selected for the 058 job on the P2V to
copy the PVR50 signals from Det 4 . Two weeks later SP4 Rick Sanchez – an ELINT specialist
joined him at Incirlik from Det 4. According to John Smith – Rick was an outstanding and
dedicated ELINT technician.
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I’m still waiting for someone to write about the ELINT history of HARRY CRAFT, be it in Turkey
or Japan.
John Smith’s memory of being selected for the flying job at Incirlik should arouse the attention
of those Det 4 veteran’s who flew and served at Det 4-2. Many of the 4-2 crewmen have
recommended that I be the one to collect and document the memories of those who served at
Det 4-2, but I disagree. I only have a foggy idea of what ELINT was and worse yet only a
murky thought of the ideas of the ASA duties while airborne the P2V’s and A3B’s.
When reading John Smith’s, mail-call entry herein, memory of his flight time and procedures
one will quickly understand how dedicated he was to the successful completion of the P2V
missions and it was, in my humble opinion, GI’s like John V. Smith who did their classified jobs
superbly, but were never recognized with letters of appreciation or better yet awarded the
GREEN HORNET (ARCOM) medal. Perhaps John Smith will undertake the 4-2 history task. I
suggest that those ex-4-2’ers contact John Smith at johnvirgilsmith@yahoo.com or call
landline 808-396-3583 or cell 808-384-0460

John V. Smith

Rick Sanchez

Also within this DOOL is the name’s of two early bird vet’s named Buck Goss and Jim Julius
who submitted over 50 photo’s taken during their stay at Det 4 in December 1956 to 57.
These photo’s show what it was like when Det 4 was in the infant stage of getting started.
Jim Julius mailed me 46 black and white photo’s which are included under his Mail call entry.
One of the photo’s was of a Turk submarine that surfaced in the Sinop harbor. That photo got
me thinking as to who was responsible for keeping track of the Soviet Navy units served in the
Black Sea. Jim Julius once worked for the late Gerard Dirkx in Hawaii and also at the JPL
Labs in California. To read about it – go to Jim Julius mail call entry.

Also in this DOOL is additional information on the 1958 Lebanon crisis that involved the
sending of as many as fifty teenage 058’s from ASA units in Germany to Sinop in July 1958.
May 1, 2015

Page 2 of 53

BLEVIN, Vollie RA15591151, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?,
BULLIS, Delmar L (Del), RA13620441, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-JL59,
CLARK, Robert L. RA12545756, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
DENARO, Ronald D. RA11342630, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
FELKOSKI, Marion, E3, Det 4, 18JL58-?
GAINES, Frazier L. RA15591158, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
GLASS, Eugene J. RA13626886, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
GREENE, Cecil B. Jr., RA1466360, E3, Det 4, 18JL58-?
HARRISON, Jonathan D RA146651237 E3, Det 4, 18JL58-?
HARROFF, Ralph E RA18540619 E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
HAYNES, Alan J RA16589544 E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
HOLLOWELL, Herbert P Jr RA13627973 E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
HUBBARD, Allan R. RA14668528, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
HUDDLESTON, Ellis, E4, 058, AU58-OC69 (FM Baumholder)
KJOLLER, Jon, E3-E4, 058, Det 4, AU58-OC59 (FM Baumholder)
KORNUM, Kurt K., RA17501949 E3, 058, Det 4,18JL58-?
LACOUR, Ronald A., RA18537563, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?,
LANE, Robt E (Bob) RA17493190 E4 058 Det 4, 18JL58-?
LEE, Donald F Jr RA11342508 E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
LEE, Richard A RA17512103, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
LOWERY, Ted, E3, 058, Det 4, 58- (FM Baumholder)
McCREARY, Robert, RA, E4, 058, Det 4, 58- (FM Baumholder)
McCULLOUGH, John T., RA15560286, E3-E4, 058, Det 4, DE57-JA59
MEADOWS, James A., RA16589254 E4 Det 4, 57-58
O'DONNELL, Stephen C RA16589188 E3 058 Det 4, 18JL58-?
OSBORNE, George F RA12542393 E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
POLLARD, Robert S RA13626910, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
ROBERTS, Floyd E RA16598704 E3-E4, 058 Det 4, 18JL58-DE58
RODENBERGER, Robert R RA15590429, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
RUEHL, Kenneth, RA, E3, 058, Det 4, 58- (FM Baumholder)
STANCIL, Richard W., RA14663600, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
STEINMETZ, Kenneth A., RA1749317. E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-?
ST. PIERRE, Eugene H., RA11337318, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-DE58
THOMAS, Wallace E., RA16588714, E3, 058, Det 4, 18JL58 -?
TIER, Dale G., RA15576770, E3, 058, Det 4, 58-59
WOODY, Silas G Jr (Si) RA16589187 E4 058 Det 4, 18JL58-?
YEO, Robt P RA17493166 Det 4, 58

I initially reported this in DOOL #106 but did not give a reason why so many 058’s were sent to
Sinop. Briefly, in 1957 there was a period of severe diplomatic confrontations that involved
Syria and the Soviet Union on one hand, and the United States and its allies, including Turkey
and the Baghdad Pact, on the other. The tensions began in August 1957 when Turkey
deployed thousands of troops along the Syrian-Turkish border. Nikita Khrushchev threatened
that he would launch missiles at Turkey if it attacks Syria, while the United States under the
leadership of Dwight D. Eisenhower said that it could attack the Soviet Union in response to an
assault on Turkey. Ike then tasked ASA Hqs to monitor the Soviet troops in the Black Sea –
Caspian Sea areas for unusual activity. The crisis ended in October 1957 when Turkey
ceased its border operations against Syria.
The exact RM mission at that time at Det 4 is not known, but its priority targets had to be the
Soviet Space and Missile facilities known as the Baikonur Cosmodrome in the desert steppes
of Kazakhastan, near Kapustin Yar and Tyuratam. It wasn’t until 1960 that Det 27 began to
monitor the Russian Military Units in the Kiev, Odessa and Transcaucasus Military Districts.
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I certainly will appreciate additional info
The following map shows the country’s, cities, etc boundaries of the Black Sea. We more or less took it for granted and
most did not give a thought to what vessels operated in the Black Sea

In July 1958 the ASA Europe in Frankfurt, Germany was tasked by NSA with providing SIGINT intelligence for the
Lebanon crisis and it was decided that Sinop would be the place to intercept morse signals emanating from the Soviet
Union in an effort to detect any change to the normal communication volume, etc .
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We have tucked our visit in 2006 to the Little Bighorn battlefield, the Badlands, Crazy Horse, Mt
Rushmore and Yellowstone in our memory book forever’

GREEN, Elder RC (gH), YOB: 1936, RA13513638, E7, 982/98C, Det 27, 1-15MY61, Det 120,
MY-JL65, Det 27, JN66-OC67 & Det 4-4, OC67-NO68, (Patty), 3094 Warren Rd., Indiana, PA
15701, 724-471-4899, cell 724-388-2510, asagreenhornet@comcast.net 1SG E8 USA(Ret)

This photo was taken in 2005 at the Drawbridge Inn where we negotiated the contract for the 2006 reunion. It
shows Harold (Winkie) Winkler on the left as he was to be the co-host for the 2006 reunion, but ended up as the
HOST as I fell and cracked all my ribs on the left side. Winkie & Bernice (Bobbi) Winkler have attended 6
reunions and have signed up for 2015 & also for the cruise.
May 1, 2015
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The above is probably the first Det 27 Logo patch

TAPS
BUTLER, Homer J., LtCol, DOB: 15SE1920 DOD: 1NO2010, Dep & Cdr,Det 27, JA65-66,
(Kathryn), Silver Springs, MD Ret COL USAR
On 1 November 2010, Homer J. Butler, of Silver Spring, MD died. Beloved husband of Kathryn E. Butler; father of
Craig Butler & Cynthia (Richard Warfield) Butler; grandfather of Rebecca & Julia Warfield. Funeral service at Fort
Myer Chapel, Arlington, VA, on 8 February 2011. Interment Arlington National Cemetery.
FM Ret Lt Col Claude Vannoy: “LTC Homer Butler was the Deputy Post Commander when I arrived at Det 27 in
July 1965. The Post Commander then was Col Dennis Barton and when Barton rotated Homer Butler was the
interim commander until Col Lundy arrived in 1966. I was the operations officer and it was a pleasure working for
LTC Homer Butler.”
CHAMNESS, Isaac (Ike)., DOB: 14MY1937 DOD: 31MR2015, 77y, RA17437006, E6, Det 4, 64-65, E7, Det 27 &
Det 4-2, 67-68, (Dora), 22248 Haas Ct.,Tenstrike, MN 56683, 208-586-2735, isador@paulbunyan.net Ret/MSG,
E8

Isaac Chamness, 77, of Tenstrike, MN, died 31 March 2015 at the Sanford Medical Center in Bemidji, MN.
He was born on 14 May 1937 in Carterville, IL to Lawrence & Ida Mable (Kerr) Chamness. He attended
Frankfort High School in West Frankfort, IL, graduating in 1955. He spent 20 years in the U.S. Army with his
military assignments taking him first to Det 4 in Sinop, then to Manzarali and to Incirlik, Turkey and Germany. He
was also stationed in Alaska twice, Arizona, Virginia, Texas & Massachusetts. While serving in the Army, he was
a part of the Army Security Agency before retiring in November of 1975. He married Dora Masterson & they
farmed, raising beef cows, pigs & producing large gardens each year. He loved to give away vegetables.
May 1, 2015
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Because of his love & knowledge of farming, he aided farmers with his skill in the farming industry while working
for Cenex Land O Lakes Agronomy Center in Blackduck, retiring from there after many years as plant manager.
His faith was strong & he was always ready to serve. He was also a constant sportsman – successful in his many
outdoor adventures with deer, bear, fowl & fish.
He is survived by his wife, Dora Chamness of Tenstrike, MN; 1 daughter, Brenda Chamness Farris of
Jacksonville, FL; 2 sons, Isaac Christopher (Brenda Kae) Chamness of Sioux Falls, SD & David Chamness of
Belton, TX; 8 grandchildren, Mindy, Samantha (Shane) Thomas, Tabitha, Michael & Matthew, all of Sioux Falls,
SD, Kathlynne (Jared) Luna of Nacogdoches, TX, Amye Chamness of Belton, TX & Kyle Farris of Jacksonville,
FL; 3 great-grandchildren, Damean Davis of Sioux Falls, SD, Briar Neiber of Sioux Falls, SD & Lilly Luna of
Texas; 2 sisters, Jane Anderson & Marilyn Boozer & numerous extended family.
Burial was in Hines Cemetery in Hines, MN with military honors provided by Blackduck American Legion Post
372.

Dear Elder: Dora Chamness here. Ike doesn't do the screen thing since his eye surgery--I probably deleted any
address I did not recognize--being so afraid of viruses. We have received many e-mails since returning home to
MN, thanks to you, reacquainted with many misplaced friends. A California friend sent us the picture you took of
us at Blob's Park during the 2002 ASA picnic there. I also looked up ASA Reunions, passing on the info. Thanks
again for your patients with me. Al Murdock has been helping me to understand this computer stuff. Very nice
meeting you, we --especially good for Ike, enjoyed being there with so many that have served the nation. We
have a son visiting from Ft. Stewart, GA for bow hunting in September (starts the 14th), he hasn't been home in
several years. Things keep getting more complicated for him--if they get worse he may cancel, then we would be
available. Ike would really like to go though! Keep in touch. Blessings To All, Dora for Ike and Dora in MN. With
Greatest Respect To All, Dora Chamness for Ike
IKE'S BIO
Ike signed on the dotted line on 29 November 1955 to be a Infantryman. He took basic training at Fort Leonard
Wood, MO., and then to his surprise was sent to Signal Corps School at Ft. Mommouth, NJ., for AIT in an ELINT
Collections Course. He graduated in June 1956 & was awarded PMOS 204 & won an all expense paid vacation to
the 7214th Technical Support Unit at Gambel, Alaska. This included round trip air fare, shelter, and three square
meals a day thrown in for good measure. It was at this time that a ASA technical team arrived in 1956 to conduct
tests to determine the island's suitability for a permanent field station. Since then it has been called Shemya. On
completion of the 12 month tour - Ike volunteered for a 90-day extension to "Project X" which later became
known as Field Station Shemya. Shemya is located near the western end of the Aleutian chain, roughly 1500
miles away from Anchorage, Alaska. The island of Attu is just to the northwest, while Agattu is just off to the west
and can be seen from Shemya on a clear day. MOS 204 was changed to 993 & lastly to 98J.
Served at Det 4-2 from 1964 to December 1967 primarily as First Sergeant as a E7. He was not a crew member on the
EA3B jets. [I met Ike & Dora at the 2002 ASA picnic at Blobs Park].
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Duty Stations
Basic Training Ft Leonard Wood 29NO55–56
AIT School SigC Sch Ft.Monmouth, NJ 56–JN56
Ops 204 MOS 7214th TSU Shemya, Alaska 56–SE57
Ops 204 MOS 251stASA Det Ft Huachuca, AZ SE57–NO57
Ops 204 MOS ASA Hqs Arlington Hall NO57–NO58
ELINT NCOIC 279th ASA Co Rothwesten, Ger NO58ELINT NCOIC 319th ASA Bn Rothwesten, Ger –JL62
ELINT NCOIC 303rd ASA Bn Ft. Walters, TX JL62–DE62
ELINT NCOIC Co D, 313th ASA Bn Ft Hood, TX DE62–JA64
ELINT NCOIC TUSLOG Det 4 Sinop, Turkey JA64–JA65
Instructor, "F" Div USASATC&S Ft Devens, MA JA65–MR67
1SG TUSLOG Det 4-2 (SAD-2) Incirlik, Turkey MR67-68
ELINT NCOIC SAD-2 Ramstein AFB, Ger 68–69
Instructor, "F" Div USASATC&S Ft. Devens, MA 69–AP71
ELINT NCOIC Field Station Shemya, Alaska AP71-AP72
NCOIC E&MT Div USASATC&S Ft. Devens, MA AP72–DE75
Retired .. Dec 1975 at Fort Devens, MA as a Master Sergeant E-8
At Rothwesten, Germany Ike Chamness worked for 1st Lt. Thomas J. Flynn who retired as a Major General.
Upon retirement we bought a farm in Northern Minnesota (north of Bemidji), where we farmed and I managed an
Agronomy Center for most of twenty-five years for a large Co-operative System until I again retired in September
2001. Since I have stayed busy on the farm and when I find time I spend it hunting and fishing. I last talked to Ike
and Dora Chamness on 6 August 2014.
The following is words from MG Tom Flynn: Ike has gone -- on his way to heaven!!!

MG Tom & Alice Flynn
[edited] Ike Chamness was a great guy and the BEST WORDS I CAN SAY-----HE WAS A GREAT SOLDIER------- I have
always said if you wanted a great recruiting poster he was the one to put in it. As a LT in those days he taught all of us ----along with Joe Cain---- including me how to be a tactical ELINTER. We spent many days and nights in the field along the
border and also up around Helmstedt --quit a few nights drinking beer in the local establishments. One of my favorite stories
was when we were on a field exercise --probably a Reforger.---- we made a move at night. Ended up in a plowed German
field with mud all over the place. When morning came IKE appeared in a fresh uniform looking great as he always did. We
slept in a tent in the cold---- IKE slept in a Gasthaus near by probably after a good German meal. We have lost a very good
Friend. Tom

COVELLO, Charles John, (Chuck), DOB: 1936 DOD: 14SE2013, RA1952.... E4-E5, 988RU Det 4, JA-DE57, (Carol),
2165 N. 185th Shoreline, WA 98133, 206-362-4054
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Charles (Chuck) Covello (76), of Shoreline passed away on 14 September 2013. A prominent attorney
in Seattle and Bellevue for over 40 years, Charles is survived by Carol, his wife of 47 years, and beloved
children, Teresa (Doug Willson), Tom (Pam Larson), Pat (Tonya), Paula (Marco Verduci) and Stephen.
He is also survived by siblings Rose (Roni), Jack, Carolyn (St. Martin), Susan, and Bob and was
preceded in death by parents Salvatore Covello, Martha Pullen, and brother Jim. Charles was a devoted
grandfather of nine and man of deep faith. We will love and miss him forever. That was the extent of his
obituary.
I included the following pertaining to Chuck Covello in DOOL#138.
Elder: We had a great phone conversation out of the blue on 8 May 2003. I never asked but I assume you
contacted me through Norris (Buck) Goss.
1) I enlisted in the Regular Army for 3 years in February 1955 - took basic training at Fort Lewis, WA where I was
selected for duty with the ASA. Then was sent to Fort Devens for ASA processing, etc. Then was sent to
Monterey, CA for schooling as a Russian linguist - then to Fort Meade and training at NSA - then off to the 'hill'
called Det 4 near Sinop.
2) I was at Sinop all of 1957. Took a lot of black and white, color prints and slides, but haven't looked at them in
years. I remember Maj Clark as being the commander and a Capt Ken Allison who was in his 50's. Also
remember a Master Sgt Benton at Sinop who I had the greatest respect for as being a leader of men that I would
follow anywhere. Further, I have warm feelings for the guys who were there. We were a tight-knit group for the
most part - especially those I worked with. I also have good feelings about my duty there. I felt I was doing
something important.
3) Unfortunately, so much has happened during these 45+ years that I cannot remember names.
4) After discharge worked for Boeing for 5 years. While there - observed that a person had a photo of Sinop on
his desk and upon trying to inform that person that I too was at Sinop - discovered that that person would not
talk about Det 4 whatsoever. After Boeing went to Law School at the Univ of Washington and have been a
lawyer since 1970.
5) I would like to try to make the 2004 reunion with my wife and try to recognize old buddies, recall old times,
share stories and photos and reminisce.
I'll have to wait and see what happens. Best of Luck. Chuck Covello
THAT WAS THE LAST I HEARD FROM CHUCK COVELLO
CROCHERON, Ronald M., YOB: 1935 DOD: 22JA2014,79y, NCOIC C/C, Det 27, 57-59, (Joyce), 1079 Galway Rd.,
Davidsonville, MD 21035, 301-261-7340, ronaldc@erols.com
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On Wednesday, January 22, 2014 at Anne Arundel Medical Center in Annapolis, MD. Survived by wife Joyce
Crocheron, son Bryan (Carla), daughter Michele; three grandchildren, Hannah, Isabele and Holden, and one
sister, Lona Freeman.
Memorial service, Friday, January 31 at St. Philip the Evangelist Episcopal Church, 2001 14th St., S.E.
Washington, D.C. at 11a.m. Interment to be scheduled at Arlington National Cemetery. Arrangements entrusted
to Cedar Hill Funeral Home, Suitland, Md. In lieu of flowers, the family ask that you make contributions in his
honor to the Wounded Warrior Project

FRANSTED, Dennis Lee, E4-E5, 98G/98C, Det 27 & 4-4, 66-69,
SIERRA VISTA, Ariz. -- No services for Dennis Lee Fransted, 67, were held. Interment was
held at the Southern Arizona Veterans Memorial Cemetery at Fort Huachuca, Sierra Vista, AZ.
He died July 16, 2014, in Tucson, Ariz. Mr. Fransted served in the Army Security Agency and
was stationed at Det 27 Manzarali, Turkey & at Det 4-4 at Karamursel, Turkey. Abbey Funeral
Home has been entrusted with arrangements.

[Obit follows] Dennis Lee Fransted, 67, of Tucson, passed on 16 July 2014. He is survived by sons, Eric
& Evan & sister, Kathy. He was proud of his Army Security Agency military service & was known for
being a food & wine connoisseur. He was buried at Fort Huachuca, Sierra Vista, AZ

The above photo of Dennis Fransted was taken on 15 March 2006 at a mini-reunion of ex-Det 27 vets at the home
of Jeff (Humps) Wadley at Oro Valley, AZ. In attendance was Elder & Patty Green, Jesse Watson, Jeff &
Marsha Wadley and Tom & Louise Rebholz. A great time was had by all.
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96- "THERE'S A FIRST TIME FOR EVERYTHING" by Dennis Fransted, Sp5, 98C, Bulgarian Linguist. The ice has now
been broken. The first wild boar of the season have been shot by Americans stationed at KAS. Two GWH's (Great White
Hunters) from our own Det 4-4 (Bwanas Lund and Fransted) were the culprits. The story of the whole hunting trip when this
occurred is perhaps one of the funniest and most un-believable you'll ever hear. It all happened like this:

Dennis Fransted also wrote about another PIG hunt in January 1969 in the area of Mengen, a
little town north of Bolu about half between Karamursel and Ankara. The five hunters in this
hunt were Al Green, Todd Lund, Dennis Perry, Ronnie Deese and Denny Fransted. The group
arrived at Mengen around 2230 hours and immediately checked into a hotel (roughing it).
There they met a group of USAF hunters from Ankara who had hunted and had success in the
area before. After the usual war stories, everybody hit the sack. Get up time was 0600. Some
of the hunters (beer-drinkers) were a little hesitant, but all finally arose. After a hearty breakfast
of bologna sandwiches, it was out to the hills to find some pigs. Later that day -Todd Lund &
Denny Fransted each shot a pig and were loaded atop Gary Stolp’s VW bus and the hunt went
higher up in the mountain with snow about 3 feet deep. The trip went without incident until it
came time to put chains on the VW bus (They didn't quite all stay on).
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Front row: Ronnie Deese, Gene Cram & Frank the Baron Von Trash Baker
Back row: Gary Stolp, Dave Canby, Tony Baldwin, Jesse Watson, unk, Ray Osborne, Charlie Messner, Dennis Perry, Ken
Pollock, Todd Lund & Dennis Fransted in his Nehru jacket

Front row: Elder Green, Gene Cram, Ronnie Deese, Charlie Messner, & Denny Fransted
Back row: Ken Pollock, Jesse Watson, Toby Baldwin, Ray Osborne, Dennis Perry, Trashcan Baker, Dave Canby &
Stolp
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Gary

Dennis Fransted’s oldest son, Evan and his family. The above photo’s copied from facebook entries. I
attempted to make contact without success but was able to know that Denny had a computer and
probably was reading my DOOL’s but neglected to contact me. Denny worked for me at Det 27 and
4-4 and I considered him an excellent analyst and ….
Fm Jesse Dear Elder (AKA The Green Hornet!),I really enjoyed speaking with you today. Say “hi” to Patty and

Jeff for us - - - and let Jeff know that he is always welcome to spend a few days with us when he is in Arizona.
Sorry to hear about Dennis Fransted. The passing of a friend is always a reminder of how fleeting our life on this
planet can be. We must enjoy each day for all that it has to offer. More importantly, we must take time each
day to be kind to our friends and loved ones, and let them know just how much they mean to us. Dennis was a
valued member of our Bulgarian Language Class at Monterey, CA; and a good friend and fellow worker at Det 27
in Ankara and Det 4-4 in Karamursel, Turkey. During our language school days we would work hard in class and
then we would take time to enjoy one another’s company by exploring the Monterey area, Fisherman’s Wharf,
etc. We especially enjoyed our visits to the nearby beaches along the Carmel, CA coast where we would drink a
little beer and watch all the beautiful girls go by. Dennis was always fun to be with. He had an upbeat
personality, he was intelligent, well-read and had a great sense of humor! Once we got to our duty station in
Turkey, Dennis was a good friend and fellow worker whose contributions were appreciated and valued by
everyone who knew him. Although we have all lost touch over the years, I personally have always remembered
Dennis fondly. I am sure that in his passing Dennis will be missed by friends and loved ones.

FUNKHOUSER, Richard Lee (Dick), DOB: 23MR1934 DOD: 19AU2013 79y, RA, 98C,
E6-E7, Det 4, 64-65, (Catherine), PO Box 33, Broadway. VA 22815, 540-896-2584, no email
Richard Lee Funkhouser, 79, of Broadway, VA died 19 August 2013 at Rockingham Memorial Hospital. He was
born 23 March 1934 in Orkney Springs, VA, and was a son of the late James Cedric and Edna Smith Funkhouser.
He was a scale master for Bowman Apple in Mt. Jackson for 23 years, before retiring. He had also worked at
Shen Valley Meat Packers in Timberville for 10 years, Farmers and Merchants Bank, and Army Security Agency
for 20 years. He was a U.S. Army veteran of the Korean and the Vietnam War. He was a member of Mt. Zion
Lutheran Church in New Market where he served on the church council and cemetery committee. He was a
member of Broadway-Timberville Ruritan Club, serving all offices and numerous zone and district offices. On 10
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October 1958 he married the former Catherine Riddle, who survives. Also surviving are one son and daughter-inlaw, Stephen J. and Sue E. Funkhouser of Broadway. The body was cremated.

GAQUIN, Joseph D. E8, NCOIC, F&AO, Det 27, 66-68, (Ella), 507 Bounty Ave., NE., Palm
Bay, FL 32907

Joseph D,. Gaquin, age 91, Command Sergeant Major, U. S. Army (retired) died 13
June 2014 at his son's home in Leesburg, VA. CSM Gaquin was born in Revere, MA,,
on 19 August 1922, the son of Joseph D. & Marguerite E. (O'Neill) Gaquin. He came to
Brevard County following retirement in 1977 as the Command Sergeant Major, U. S.
Army Admin Center, Fort Benjamin Harrison, IN.
He is survived by his daughter, Sheila K. Gaquin, Deer Harbor, WA; son, Kevin D. Gaquin, Alexandria, VA, son,
Brian J. Gaquin, Leesburg, VA; brother, John H. Gaquin, Whitman, MA, sister, Marjorie T. Busheme, San Antonio,
TX, & several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
CSM Gaquin served in the U. S. military for over 32 years. He was the NCOIC of Finance at Det 27 from 1966 until
its closure in June 1968. Among his awards were the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal with cluster,
Meritorious Service Medal with cluster, and the U. S. Army Commendation Medal with two Oak Leaf clusters.
He was a member of the Assoc of the U. S. Army; The Non-Commissioned Officers Assoc; Armed Forces Top
Enlisted Assoc; Post 117, American Legion; Voiture 1621, La Societe Des 40 Hommes et 8 Cheveaux; Post 7119,
Veterans of Foreign Wars; AMVETS Post 34; Vietnam Veterans of America; Loyal Order of Moose, and several
philanthropic organizations.
Donations may be made to the Brevard Alzheimer's Foundation, 4676 Wickham Road, Melbourne, FL, 32935, in
memory of Ella.
There was a service with Military Honors on 11 July at the Fountainhead Funeral Chapel followed by
entombment in Fountainhead Memorial Park.
GARDNER, Lee Hammond, DOB: 9DE1935 DOD: 15DE2009, 74y, SP3, Det 4, JA58-JA59, Minneapolis, MN
GARITTY, Lyle J., Maj, DOB: 29DE1927 DOD: 11DE2011, 83y, MPC, Adj, Det 27, AU61-AU63, (Carol), 304 Haverhill
Rd., Joppa, MD 21084, 410-679-8248, cpgaritty@verizon.net
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A long & fruitful journey has come to pass as we celebrate the life of our husband, father & grandfather, Lyle
John Garitty, Jr. who passed away at his home on 11 Dec 2011. Growing up in a world turned sideways by
depression & war, but he never let it stop him; guided by values & morals deeply rooted in family & country he
carved out a path in life that eventually took him to the four corners of the world serving his country as well as
the people of Maryland for over 45 years. Lt. Col. Lyle John Garitty, Jr., USA Ret. was born on 29 Dec 1927 in
New Orleans, LA, the son of Lyle John Sr. & Thelma Louise (Duelfer) Garitty & brother to Lyllian Ann (Garitty)
Stockfleth; all preceding him in their peaceful journey's into Heaven & God's waiting embrace. Joining the Navy
at the tail end of WWII, Lyle served with great pride knowing this was his destiny, eventually graduating from
Tulane University & earning a commission in the United States Army in 1949. He then served with distinction &
honor for the next 20 years. Upon retiring & settling in Maryland, Lyle went to work for the State of Maryland
serving the people of Baltimore in the Department of Social Services for the next 24 years. In 1956, while
stationed in Germany, Lyle met his future wife Carol Marie Pugh, daughter of a United States Army Signal Corp.
officer, Lt. Col. Thomas Arden & his wife Marja Mary (Nelson) Pugh. Though separated initially by a transfer back
to the States, Lyle and Carol eventually married on 22 Aug 1959 at Ft, McPherson, GA. Six children would be
born to that union, bringing a great sense of pride & fulfillment in his life. To this union were born Catherine
(Craig), Lyle III, Michael (Judi), Lilianne, Marja Bennett (Richard) & Margaret, giving him 5 grandchildren who
were the joy of his life: Danny Bennett, Matthew Garitty, Grace Bennett, Carlee Garitty, & Rebecca Garitty called
him "PaPa" & loved him very dearly. Lyle is survived by his wife Carol, his children, grandchildren, nieces
Gretchen (Stockfleth) Thiberville & Elizabeth Stockfleth of Louisiana, & many other extended family & friends
who love and miss him dearly & hope his journey into God's embrace is a short & peaceful one. May Deus take
vos quod habitum vos in suus telum pro totus infinitio. (May God take you & hold you in his arms for all eternity)
On 4 April 2015 I called Carol Garitty & talked about their tour at Det 27. In so far as she can remember this was
their only assignment with the ASA. They arrived from Fort Gordon in August 1961 and first lived on the hill
overlooking Ankara in a nice apartment with a maid who was amiable but cautiously shrewd in taking items…
the collection of rain in 50 gallon drum in attic of their apartment for bathing, etc., but otherwise liked living
amid the Turks and then moved onto Manzarali Station. She was not able to do much sight-seeing as she was
busy with 3 small children. She remembers the eventful ambulance ride from Manzarali Station to the Det 30
hospital in the winter of 1962 for the birth of a son – the ambulance had a flat tire and the Turk driver, for the
sake of argument at the time, didn’t know how to change the tire… After Turkey they served at Fort Sam
Houston in San Antonia, TX.
LACOUR, Ronald A., RA18537563, E4, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-JL59, DOB: 12AP34 DOD: 1OC89 at Selma, AL,
SSN: 439-50-1512 issued LA
LANE, Robert E., (Bob), RA17493190, E4-E5, 058, Det 4, 18JL58-JL59 & Bad Aibling E6, 60-61, DOB: 25AP31
DOD: JA88 at Radford, VA. Gene Cram was a partner with Bob Lane in a Truck Stop on I-81S at Radford, VA.

THE 2015

ASA TURKEY
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WHERE: Charleston, SC
HOTEL: Town & Country Inn and Suites
2008 Savannah Highway

DATES: 27 September – 1 October 2015
Sunday thru Wednesday
SAVE THESE DATES
Room rates: $99.00 + 13.5% Tax = $112.37
To make reservations: Call 1-800-334-6660. You will be asked your name and address, etc.,
room type preference – King or Queen; your arrival & departure dates and your credit card info
is required to guarantee your reservation. Please note that your rates will not be deducted
until you check out. Also note that you can cancel up to 24 hours prior to arrival date by calling
1-800-334-6660.
The Trotters Restaurant & Lounge will be open for breakfast, 6:30-11am. The hospitality
room will be stocked with a continental style breakfast throughout the reunion and will be a
good time to meet other Turkey vet’s and their wives.

THE 2015 REUNION HOSTS
According to the Charleston CVB – Excellent location – just 3 miles from historic downtown
Charleston and an easy drive to the river plantations..etc. Also and for the ladies –
Charleston’s largest shopping mall and restaurants are all within walking distance from the
hotel.
May 1, 2015
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THE ATTIRE FOR THE REUNION IS INFORMAL’ Bring your memorabilia (albums, slides,
patches, etc) with you and display in the hospitality room which will be secure and open for the
entire reunion.
50/50 Raffle tickets ($5 per ticket or 3 for $10)
The following is the tentative itinerary for the reunion. Keep in mind that this itinerary is
subject to changes and any changes will be posted in the DOOL prior to the reunion.
Day 1
Sunday – 27 September
Check in time is 1500 hours.
The Badges and Registration for the reunion will be in the hospitality room. Judy Whitman has
volunteered to handle the registrations. The hospitality room will be stocked with snacks, soda
and finger food for those hungry. A memorabilia table will be available for attendees to display
their memory keepers and to review what others have displayed.
There will be a notice posted in the hospitality room for those interested in a nearby restaurant
for the evening meal and it will be pay as you order.
Luther and Edna Jones not only will be hosting the reunion but along with Patty Green will be
in charge of the hospitality room and available to help in your planning and schedules.
Day 2
MONDAY ACTIVITIES
Monday morning
28 September
A continental style breakfast will be available in the hospitality room where everyone can
mingle and get to know the others in attendance.
We will depart the hotel at approximately 11:45 am or thereabouts and car pool 20 miles to the
Santee Canal Park at Moncks Corner, SC. –
There will be handouts in the hospitality room on the Santee Canal Park for all to learn what’s
available there. In the interim use search engine bing.com and type in Santee Canal Park to
learn what things the park has to offer.
The hi-lite of this visit will be a LOW COUNTRY BOIL meal that will take place from 1 to 4 pm
at a designated spot in the park. The cost is zero as Ed & Annegell McCants who live in
Moncks Corner will sponsor this meal. Please note that Ed McCants informs that the Low
Country Boil is cooked with shrimp - being one of the main ingredients. If anyone is allergic to
shrimp or anything cooked with it please let Ed know by calling 843-899-6801 and he will be
happy to provide an alternative meal for them. A reminder – there is a $2 entrance fee to the
park. After this outing – return to hospitality room.
May 1, 2015
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Day 3
Tuesday, 29 September
A continental style breakfast will be available in the hospitality room where everyone can
mingle and get to know the others in attendance.
The HOSPITALITY ROOM will be open all day
There no scheduled activities for 29 September. There are so many things to see and do in
Charleston. Please do some homework and search on the internet what’s available –
Wednesday, 30 September
The activities for Wednesday will be posted in the hospitality room and will include times for
each detachment to hold round table discussions about your time in Turkey.
The HOSPITALITY ROOM will be open all day
We will depart via car pool’s at 10 am to tour the Confederate Submarine H.L. Hunley. This is
a must see for anyone interested in marine history and Civil War history while in Charleston
and is well worth the $20 pp cost of admission. To get up-dated – use search engine bing.com
and type in H.L. Hunley.
THE BANQUET WILL BE HELD NEAR THE HOSPITALITY ROOM AND WILL COST $40 per
person. It will be a plated menu with a choice of either chopped Sirloin Steak or Breast of
Chicken Almondine
After the meal, a yet to be named emcee will take over as the emcee and will set the tone for
the evening to ensure that everything runs smoothy and swiftly. This emcee is expected to
rescue anyone from boredom and will keep the mood on an even keel by cracking jokes and or
anecdotes while introducing several guest speakers who will be called upon to discuss their
experiences and escapades while in Turkey.
======================================================================
Cut and complete the below reunion charges and MAIL TO: Elder Green, 3094 Warren Rd.,
Indiana, PA 15701
Make checks payable to Elder RC Green
YOUR NAME(s): ____________________________________
Registration Fee: $15 per person: TOTAL: ___
Wednesday Hunley sub $20 per person. TOTAL: ___
Wednesday nite BANQUET meal at $40. Per person: TOTAL: ___
REUNION TOTAL: __

List of reservations as of 1 May 2015
May 1, 2015
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AUSBROOKS, Sonny & Elaine
DANDRIDGE, Bob & Jo
GREEN, Elder & Patty
JONES, Luther & Edna
LAZARRO, Tom
STEFFEN, Arnold & Janet
WENGER, Barry & Sharon
WINKLER, Winky & Bobbi
INFO ON THE BAHAMAS CRUISE
THE CRUISE WILL BE ON THE CARNAVAL SHIP FANTASY
NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT.... NO ADDITIONAL TRAVEL TIME.
WE WILL CAR POOL TO THE DOCK FROM THE HOTEL
ALL YOU NEED IS A PASSPORT OR A ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE
THE ITINERY
START LOADING AT 11 AM ON 1 OCT & DEP AT 4 PM
AT SEA ON 2 OCT
ARRIVE FREPORT 8 AM ON 3 OCT DEP 5 PM
ARRIVE NASSAU ON 4 OCT AT 8 AM & DEP 5PM
AT SEA ON 5 OCT
ARRIVE AT CHARLESTON ON 6 OCT AT 8 AM

THE LOCKED-IN COST WILL BEGIN AT $388,02 PER PERSON OR $766.04 FOR AN
INSIDE CABIN
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS CALL 1-800-377-9383 ext 408 AND TALK TO MICHAEL
TAYLOR AND MENTION THAT YOU WILL BE WITH THE ELDER GREEN ASA TURKEY
GROUP. HE HAS THE OTHER LOCKED IN CABIN RATES.
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IF YOU CAN FIND A BETTER DEAL FOR THIS CRUISE – TAKE IT!!
The cruise dress code is Casual. During our cruise there will be one "Cruise Elegant" formal
night, during which men generally wear suits, tuxes or -- at the very least -- ties and blazers.
Most women opt for party dresses or pantsuits. No cutoffs, gym shorts, flip-flops or bathing
suits are allowed in the dining room at any time. Jeans are fine, as long as they aren't ripped.
AT THE END OF THE CRUISE A $60. PER PERSON FEE WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR
CREDIT CARD.
The following have signed
AUSBROOKS, Sonny & Elaine
COMROE, Mike & Jane
FITTANTI, Tom
GREEN, Elder & Patty
JONES, Ed & Flo
LAZZARO, Tom
STEFFEN, Arnold & Janet
WINKLER, Winky & Bobbi
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MAIL call

How many of you old-timers remember standing outside listening to hear your name called during mail call either
at basic training or at a duty assignment in the late 50’s. The above photo was taken in 1958 at Det 4 by Jon
Kjoller, It was about 1959 when individual mail boxes were made available and the Post Office was near the
Orderly Room.

ACKERMAN, Don, 204, Det 4, MR-JL60, Det 4-2, JL-OC60, Anaheim Hills, CA
ASPER, Rick, 1LT, S3, Det 4, 66-67, Fort Lauderdale, FL
ACKERMAN, Don, 204, E2-E5 204, Det 4, FE-JL60, Det 4-2, JL-OC60, Anaheim Hills, CA
BINNEY, Bill, E3-E5, 982, Det 27, 65-66, Severn, MD
BROWN, Dave, E3-E4, 76Y/76S, Det 4, JA68-JA69, Clallam Bay, WA
CRANE, Jim, 2LT-1LT, F&AO, Det 27, 65-DE66, Viera, FL
CRONQUIST, Bill, E5, 98J, Det 4, 68-69, Goehner, NE
GERMAIN, Paul, E5-E6, 05K, Det 4, MR-SE68 & Det 4-4, JA69-JN70, Stafford, VA
GOSS, Buck, E5, 1709/982, Det 4, DE56-MR58, Jacksonville FL
HELTZEL, Mark, 98C, CW3, Det 120, 70-72, Livermore, CO
JONES, Luther, E3-E4, 058, Det 27, 62-63, Sunset Beach, NC
JULIUS, Jim, E3-E4, 981, Det 4, 29DE56-FE57, Fitchburg, MA
ROOSEVELT, Dick, E4, 204, Det 4, 59, Manchester, VT
ROSE, Pat, 1LT, CDR, Det 4, AP55-MY56, Junction, TX
SMITH, John, E4-E5, SMOS: 058, Det 4, 57-58, Honolulu, HI

MAIL call in alphabetical order
ACKERMAN, Don, YOB: 1940, RA12581624, 204, E2-E4-E2, Det 4, MR-JL60, Det 4-2, JLOC60, (Ann), Anaheim Hills, CA 92807, 714-281-1258, don_ackerman@hotmail.com
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Hi Elder - I got some email from Dick T and Dave S that sparked a idea, not that I have many,
that we were some of the early on people we should put a time line together. I am hoping that
after we put our remembrances together in some logical form and format I would forward them
to you so that you could sew in the many bits & pieces you have from old & newer members. I
forgot one thing before I started...................I forgot to ask you if you want to join in a help and
guide us? So better late than never hope you want to work with us.
I feel that if we start to piece together our time frames and duty stations, then add other crew members
(Army and Navy) and events we can forward it to Elder Green who can add from his database we might
be able to put together something.
As and if it gets to look like a document we can put it in a format the can be edited by each of us as we
remember things people and events .
So lets start, I'll go first: 1960 to 1961 (Adana and Peshawar)
I finished training at Ft. Monmouth NJ and was assigned to TUSLOG Detachment 4 at Sinop, Turkey in
March of 1960. I worked in Ops B and my MOS was 204. In July of 1960 three of us were assigned to
an unnamed unit stationed at Incirlik Air Base near Adana Turkey. Two of us were MOS 204, me and
Larry George, and one was a 059, Myron Starenshack. In November of 1960 I was sent to Peshawar
Pakistan at a base named Badaber Air Base. I stayed there until June of 1961. At Adana we were joined
by three guys just in from the States. Unlike the three of us from Det 4 they were all career soldiers all
E5 or higher. I can only remember one name Sgt Mege (sp). They two were E7 and E6.
As this get longer, and I hope it does, we can put it in a document format that we each can edit and add
to as we remember things and get a feel for what we want it to look like.

Don Ackerman
"You are what you repeatedly do. Excellence is not an event - it is a habit" Aristotle

ASPER, Rick, 1LT, S3, Det 4, 66-67, (Carol), 1485 N.E. 57th Ct., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334,
954-491-0855 cell 954-328-2148, ricka@aviationprofessionals.com
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BINNEY, Bill, E3-E5, RA, 982, Det 27, 65-66, (Carole), 1700 Elberta Dr., Severn, MD 21144,
410-551-9175. Binney3@verizon.net

BROWN, David H., YOB: 1948, RA16903022, E3-E4, 76Y/76S, Det 4, JA68-JA69, (Rebecca), P.O. Box 371
Clallam Bay, WA 98326, 360-963-3112, dhbrown@luvinghome.us
Hey All, I've got most of our systems switched out. Me I'm 90% and hopefully by tomorrow Momma will be also
( fingers crossed-she's having withdrawals-8-))) ). Everything's wireless now. Got rid of all the cables hanging
around everything. 24" HDMI monitors. New wireless laserjet and all-in-one inkjet printers. Dell towers running
Windows 7 64bit, all networked together with a wi-fi hot spot for friends and such when they visit. Been a real slog
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upgrading everything and all the software. They says Win7 will be around until 2020 and that will be good enough
for us old farts. By then maybe we'll just have to think at everything. Hope everyone is well as can be expected
for our individual conditions. LOL Be well, DH
CRANE, James E., 2LT-1LT, YOB: 1942, 2LT-1LT, F&AO, Det 27, 65-DE66, (Lisa), 1490 Lago Mar Dr., Viera, FL
32940, 321-242-2404, jcrane5@gmail.com
Thanks for the call a week ago. Your call prompted me to think about what I was doing 50 years ago! My
thoughts follow:
50 Years Later – When I think of my service in Turkey was 50 years ago it makes it seem so long ago but my
memories of my days at Detachment 27 are still vivid. The opportunity to live in the Middle East and experiencing
everything I experienced was priceless.
My first memory was arriving in Ankara, Turkey on a Pan Am flight and being met at the airport by 1Lt Russ
Heinen, the person I was replacing. He ended up on being a good friend. Other important memories were of
Paul Babcock, my best Man (since deceased), Bill Kracznesky (graduated from Gannon College with me). Dick
Speth, Tulot (the BOQ bartender), Rex Lardner (A Notre Dame/sports fanatic), Sergeant Anderson (one great
fast pitch softball pitcher), Jimmy Hatmaker (since deceased, but one of the best athlete I was ever associated
with – He excelled in all sports. I remember the time in 1965 that I scored 50 points in a post game and I’ll be
damned if Jimmy Hatmaker scored 51 points in the next game), the 1965 Manzareli Mauler football team. The
1965 Post Volley Ball Team that went to Athens for a tournament. The Headquarters 1966 Champion Basketball
team! Barry Sanders (my tennis buddy), and the list goes on. What camaraderie and good sportsmanship we had
playing sports and bumming around.
The Finance and Accounting office was the greatest. The sergeants ran the place and Lt Col Harold D. Whitlock
was one of the finest officers I know. The work was challenging and my first real business type of job was a
maturing and learning experience for a young energetic second lieutenant a long ways from home.
Having the opportunity to live in and visit many locations in Turkey opened my eyes to globalization and what
great business opportunities there were outside the USA (I later got an MBA in International Business). Getting to
know Turkey and their culture started with Ankara and the Ataturk Park. Istanbul (Constantinople in the old days)
with its grand bazaar, and historic mosques, The Back Sea (with Russia just over the horizon), Ephesus (and its
religious significance), Adana, Anatolia, Eskisehir, and Izmir all have an allure that many Americans will never get
to see and understand.
How did I get to Turkey. I finished second in my ROTC class and wanted to be in the finance Corps because of
my business background. I was hoping to go to Germany. My ROTC Commander suggested that one does not
usually get their first location choice so I tried to choose the most obscure location I could find. We agreed on
Turkey! So in the end I got both my first choices for Branch and Location. When I received orders for TUSLOG
Det. 27, no one knew where it was. Soon enough I found out and I was actually quite pleased. Yes, I did get to
Germany on TDY once.
For me, my tour at Site 23, Det. 27, Manzareli Station was a life maturing and exciting time of my life. It gave me
my best friend, a chance to reflect on what my life’s goals would be, learn about a culture I was not familiar with.
And just as important I worked with some real professional dedicated people while serving my country at the
same time.
Following the army I received my MBA from University of Pennsylvania and had a distinguished business career.
My avocation has always been tennis. I am certified Tennis Professional by both the PTR and USPTA and a
certified racquet stringer. I have been teaching and stringing for over 40 years. I am now retired and coach a
high school boy’s tennis team (we have taken teams and participants to state finals 5 times) and serve as
President of my community Board of Directors.
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I must give a BIG thank you to Elder Green for just calling to say hello. It prompted me to reflect on where I was
and what was going on 50 year ago. His contribution to the legacy of ASA in Turkey is staggering. He constantly
travels, constantly communicates and constantly plans for the next reunion. He is passionate about what he does
and we should be thankful to him. Jim Crane – 1965 – 1966.
CRONQUIST, Bill, RA17715035, E5, 98J, Det 4, 68-69, PO Box 118, Goehner, NE 68364, 402-523-5280,
bcronquist@yahoo.com

POST FOOTBALL TEAM, 1968, SINOP, TURKEY
(Back Row L-R: Bill Cronquist, John (Dumbo) Domblisky, Bill Adams, Jon Long, Eric (Zip) Gray, Gary Sherwood,
Fred Gass Front Row L-R: Ron Shaw, Jim Britten, Charlie White, Bobby Drake, Bob Skidmore, Bill Masch, Ken
Lamoi (Absent – Greg Kline). It’s sad to say that only Bill Cronquist has been FOUND
The first record I have for Bill Cronquist was in May 2009 when I included the above photo of the 1968 Det 4 flag
football team in DOOL#199. The photo was copied from the Post news- paper.
It was on 14 April 2015 that I received an email from Bill that included the obituary for Ike Chamness. I called him
on 15 April 2015 and the following is a short BIO on Bill Cronquist:
Enlisted for ASA duty on 26 Feb 1965 at Omaha, NE. Took basic at Ft Leonard Wood and next assignment was
to Ft Devens where he was trained and awarded PMOS 98J. After this was kept at Devens as a instructor until
late 1966 when he was sent TDY in Vint Hill Farms for ELINT specialty training. While at Devens was promoted
to SP5. Arrived at Istanbul and got to Sinop via the Black Sea Steamer where he had sea-sickness. Enjoyed his
time at Det 4 in Sinop. Worked in the 7 tower array and remembers only Ike Chamness & Ardell A. Kleen. Played
QB & defense on the 1968 team that lost to the zoomies at Samsun. Upon departure flew to Ankara and from
there received his discharge at Ft Hamilton, NY. Got a early out
GERMAIN, Paul, YOB: 1946, RA, E5, 05K, Det 4, MR-SE68 & Det 4-4, JA69-JN70, (Sandra), 263 Choptank Rd.,
Stafford, VA 22556, 540-720-1764, cell 703-706-2812, paul.germain@comcast.net

Elder, Talk about bringing back memories in DOOL 270. The note from Frenchie Parisian brought back memories
of my time in Karamursel. He was among some of my best 05K’s as was Randy Strickland and Larry Anderson.
When I got to Karamursel in January 1969 as a SP5, I ended up replacing SFC Larry Gilmore as the non-Morse
NCOIC at the behest of SFC Sam Madrid (Ops NCOIC), was frocked to a buck sergeant and a week later made
Staff Sergeant. Larry made warrant and headed to Berlin. I later served with him as an SFC and a warrant.
Compared to my 8 months in Sinop from March 1968 to Sep 1968, Karamursel was heaven. Being a tenant
organization on an Air Force base brought a lot of amenities not available in Sinop or elsewhere in that part of the
world. The picture of Frenchie and Dave Smith instantly brought his name to mind. I am bad with remembering
names, but never forget the faces of old. Dave Smith was an interesting fellow from Baltimore and a great sax
player. He often played with the house band at the enlisted club. For Randy Strickland and Larry Anderson, I got
back into the furniture making business. Randy was in sub-standard trailer housing (Air Force determination) on
base and Larry lived in Yalova. One of my many memories besides the trips to the “Bul” via ferry, the painting of
our barracks at least four times at the direction of MAJ Cima, and the trash mouth of 1SG Owen, was the
earthquake of May 1970. During the earthquake, a bunch of us were in the club, myself a bit blitzed, when the
tables started chattering, the glasses moving, and the chandeliers swaying. Made it out of the club into a hot
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blowing wind. A few of us went down to the yacht club and noted that the sea level of the Sea of Marmora had
risen significantly enough to cover the jetty to our small harbor on base. That earth-quake also put a crack in the
Ops building. The non-Morse mission at KAS was not challenging. It was nice operating with the FLR-9 CDAA
the AF had but often a challenge with getting the beams and sectors I needed to support our mission. I had both
K’s and 98G’s working for me. I handled most of the K mission but let SSG John Sharp worry about the linguist
mission. At one point, all of our printer positions were taken down and I farmed out my K’s to the AF so they
could get trained to operate the AN/GSQ-76 TEBOs we were getting from Sinop as a result of the Turkey
realignment. In June 1970, I departed Karamursel for Pensacola, FL and our senior non-Morse supervisors
course. I thought at that time, it would be the last time I would see Turkey, but such was not the case. In late
1981, I was asked by my FS Berlin commander, COL Dean Kirk (later INSCOM Chief of Staff), if I would go to Det
4 to help with building a systems integrated master plan (as I and others had done in Berlin) so an upgrade path
could be done for Main Operations (aka, not Hippidrome). The request for assistance was made by COL Frank
Toomey (later a commander of VHFS). I worked with MAJ Mark Ewing (later HQDA deputy DCSINT and later
dep dir for DIA). While there, I was promoted to CW2 before returning to Berlin. … -.- Paul
GOSS, Norris L., (Buck) DOB: 24OC1933, RA24784643, E5, 1709/982, Det 4, DE56-MR58, (Jane, d-23MR2002,
57y), 12421 Bears Den Ct., Jacksonville FL 32258 904-262-5081, buckgo243@gmail.com

Eleanor Runco & Buck Goss at the 2004 reunion at Huntsville, AL
I’ve chatted with Buck Goss several times since 2004 and never realized that he’s had some most interesting
assignments while in the ASA. He enlisted in May 1953 at Chamblee, GA for duty with the ASA. Took basic at
th
st
Camp Breckinridge at Morganfield, KY in western KY. At that time it was the home of the 506 Regt of the 101
Abn Div. From there he was sent to Fort Devens and began ditty-bop training and soon was pulled out to be the
company clerk because of his typing skills. After this was sent to Hawaii where he served as the operations clerk
in the 8605 AAU which was located Helemano in the middle of a pineapple field about 8 miles from Schofield
th
Barracks. It was at the 8605 that he met a young Lt named Gerard M. Dirkx who later requested and it was
approved that Buck Goss come and work for him at the JPL in CA. While in Hawaii Buck submitted paperwork to
attend OCS. It was approved & he went to Fort Sill & started OCS training. It didn’t last too long as in his words
“It was not his cup of tea”. He was then a SP2 and was assigned to an Artillery Bn at Fort Sill as a clerk until his
enlistment was up. He in 1956 re-upped for assignment again with ASA and was sent to Devens and was trained
as a Traffic Analyst and was awarded PMOS of 1709. After this was sent TDY to NSA at Fort Meade for 6 weeks
of specialized training before reporting in Dec 1956 to Det 4 in Sinop, Turkey. It was at NSA that he met Jim
Julius and also was married to Jane Elizabeth from Haverhill, MA on 10 Nov 1956
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SP2 Norris L. (Buck) Goss and Gimp in 1957
This is the first up-close photo that I’ve seen of GIMP. Below is a 1958 photo of GIMP taken in 1958 by Jon
Kjoller. GIMP was a close companion of GI’s on the HILL from 1956 to 1961. Stan Faitz remembers GIMP as a
lame hind-quarter dog that was the begetter of most of the other dogs that roamed Det 4. He also recalls the end
of GIMP when a Turk driver ran over him with a Deuce. In 1958 the E-5 rank was changed from SP2 to SP5 to
reflect the rank designation which still exists in the Army. Also note that this photo has been reversed by the
location of the US Army patch on the fatigues.
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Above is Buck Goss on the left and Jim Julius on the right holding a hammer. Buck describes Jim Julius as an
excellent Crypt Analyst and also a handyman who did a lot of the interior work of the canvas covered Quonset
huts on the hill and also built a boat on the post and later sailed it on the Black Sea.

Above photo was taken in March 1957 and is Buck Goss sitting on a boat that Jim Julius built out on the Black
Sea. The object he’s holding is a snake macheral that they used for bait

Above is
Buck Goss in civies and Sgt E5 Richard Vaughn sitting and holding a puppy. Buck and Vaughn served together
in Hawaii and more about them later.
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Above is 3 photo’s from Buck’s album showing the town of Sinop in the background.

The above photo shows how isolated Det 4 was as sometimes the incoming mail and supplies had to be dropped
from the L-20 that was piloted by Capt Eugene W. Dow. More about Cpt Dow below.

The
above 2 photo’s show what the basketball court looked like in Sinop in 1957 & 58.

The
only permanent buildings on Det 4 in 1957-58 were the Hqs, mess hall, motor pool, NCO club and the BOQ. Buck
recalls the mess hall received a shipment of canned whole milk in Feb of 1957 and he drank too much milk and
got sick and also of eating a lot of mutton & hasn’t eaten it since.
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Photo on left taken by Jim Julius & shows Buck Goss in downtown Sinop The right photo was taken by Buck
Goss using Julius’ camera with black & white film. In the right photo the Turk on the right was Octy the town
barber & the Turk in white shirt (both photo’s) was the barber’s helper. The photo on the left is a negative re- print.
Compare the far buildings for proof. I’m wondering if this barber is the one that Rick Asper in 1966 was instructed
to investigate as a possible spy.
See 237 for pix of barbershop 4.
In DOOL #234 I included a write-up on the downtown Sinop barber and the in
structions from Arlington Hall for 2LT Rick Aspers to investigate the possibility that the barber was
a KGB agent. The date for Aspers investigation was 1966. Many vet’s recall that the
downtown barber was also the on post barber and the below photo by Jon Kjoller in 1957 is a photo of that barber.

These two little Turk boys wanted their photo taken in 1957. They sure were happy! Today they would be about
58 years old
Buck was on the HILL for 6 months and was working his MOS in operations. Capt Dow the L-20 pilot needed a
EM in Ankara to act as liaison for him in Ankara and he selected Buck Goss for the job. This pleased Buck as he
could now bring his new bride to Turkey he had married, Jane Elizabeth from Haverhill, MA on 10 November
1956. His job in Ankara was to do whatever Capt Dow needed done, but primarily involved sorting incoming mail,
bag it and transport it to and load it on the L-20. His wife Olga arrived at Esenboga Airport in May 1957 and they
rented an apartment in Ankara and entertained friends from Sinop whenever they were in Ankara and that
included Jim Julius. Buck recalls Jack Dunlap, the spy, at Sinop - once asking him to do something illegal while
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he was working for Capt Dow. He refused and that’s the end of that story. They departed Ankara in Aug 58 when
Jane was 8 months pregnant and flew first class on Pan Am to Fort Bragg, NC where they lived off post. Shortly
after arriving at Fort Bragg he received orders to report to Pasadena, CA for duty at the Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL)
in Pasadena, CA. When he got to JPL – there to meet him was Captain Gerard M. Dirkx and Sgt Richard Vaughn
as mentioned above. This Capt Dirkx was later the well-liked Ops O at Det 4 in 1960-61 and retired as a full
Colonel. The JPL job lasted until Nov 58 when Buck received orders for an unaccompanied tour to Asmara.
Elder: Thanks so much for the e-mail with the most comprehensive historical explanation as to how the ASA
came to be on the hill above Sinop and the first hand comments of some of the guys who served there in the early
days.
I hope this information proves useful to you and to all former ASA'ers who view it. I considered most of the men I
served with in the ASA to be a cut above and am still of that opinion. Thanks again for your message and your
efforts to regenerate ancient memories for us all. Buck

HELTZEL, Mark, 98C, CW3, Det 120, 70-72, (Dorothy, dec), 1502 Bald Mt Dr., Livermore, CO 80536, 970-2242295, mcheltzel@yahoo.com

L-R: Mark Heltzel, Patty Green, Elder Green and George Hoff
Mark and George were my classmates at the NSA CY-155 six month course in 1959. George Hoff never served in
Turkey but has a resounding way of telling stories about his ASA career. Mark Heltzel and I became close friends
at Fort Meade. Both of u! s married in 1959 and Mark's wife
died in 2004.
JONES, Luther, RA, E3-E4, 058, Tk#1, Det 27, 62-63, (Edna), 307 Magnola Dr., Sunset Beach, NC 28468, 910-2283995, edmac@atmc.net
Luther and Edna Jones will be the HOST & HOSTESS for the 2015 reunion. As such he has kept me informed as
to the reunion and its activities
Luther sent me the handout for the 12 May 1963 Det 27 Protestant Worship Services, Manzarali Station Chapel
at Cerkezhoyuk, Turkey. I had trouble inserting it into this DOOL, but the following names were listed therein:
Lt Col Vernon Y. Cornelius, Commanding Lt Col Dimpster E. Epperson, Deputy Commander
SP4 Fred Taylor, usher
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SP4 Ferney Saunders, usher
Mrs Della Gibbs, Organist
Sgt Afton D. Bailey, Organist
PFC Robert Dade, Choir Director
Mrs Justus D, Reynolds, Jr Choir Director
D. E. Epperson, Acolyte
PFC Frederick C. Titus, Chaplain’s Assistant
William G. Devanny, Minister
JULIUS, Jim, DOB: 1935, RA15539753, E3-E4, 981, Det 4, 29DE56-FE57, (Olga), 302 Canton St., Fitchburg, MA
01420, 978-345-1786, no e-mail.
I first contacted Jim Julius on 8 May 2003. Jim enlisted for ASA duty in 1956 at Cleveland. Oh. Took basic
training at Fort Carson, CO and for MOS training was sent to Ft Devens where he completed and was awarded
PMOS of 981 and was on orders for duty at Det 4 in Sinop, Turkey.
He was very enthusiastic about his time spent on the HILL. He responded in DOOL#215, but it is now lost in
space. I recently made contact again with Jim and on 9 April 2015 he sent me 46 black & white 2 X 3 photo’s
which I’ve scanned and have included below

Here’s a smiling SP3 Jim Julius in April 1957 driving a deuce & a half GMC water truck being loaded with water
st
for transport to the hill. Note the 1 Army Patch on his field Jacket from his days at Fort Devens when he was
trained as a Crypt Analyst – Jim worked his MOS for a while, then was assigned as a truck driver and
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gopher. Hauled a lot of water to the base with SP4 Jack Brill who was from Teaneck, NJ. After the ASA
Jim returned to Fitchburg, MA and worked in the papermill there until retiring in 1997. Jim is a avid
hunter and was known to have shot quite a few birds on the 'hill' who flew in from the Black Sea. His
retirement years are spent hunting and being a Taxidermist. Hopes to attend the 2003 reunion and
renew old friendships with ex-Sinopers

Note the canvas top & finally the square metal box on the bed of the deuce which was used to carry the water to
the post and once there as shown in the left photo with Jim pumping the water into one of the several storage
tanks.

These 2 photo’s taken in January 1957 show the side view of what the water hauler looked like on the back of a
deuce. Both photo’s were taken by Jim Julius at the Turk pump house. The left photo is Jack Brill filling the water
tank on his GMC. The right photo was taken by Julius The background shows how rugged the terrain was in the
early stages of development at Det 4.
Harold Fleming, then a 1LT, (MR57-MY58) wrote in DOOL#162 that ”In the fall of 1957 the US Army District
Engineers let a contract to have a water well drilled to supply water to the hill. It was located at the narrow neck of
the peninsula in Sinop proper. I recall that the well came in with a good artesian flow of water but with a lot of
sand in it. The solution was to let the water flow over several months and each day to replace the sand with
gravel. Eventually a large gravel pocket would be created which would filter out the sand. So the contractor
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located a source of gravel and arranged to have it delivered to the well head. Then someone hired a local man to
shovel the gravel into the well. After several months the water started clearing up and the local man, who had
never been paid and now concerned that he might never be paid, came up to the hill and demanded his pay. Of
course Det 4 had no money, the contractor denied that he had hired the man”.

Accidents happen & these 2 photo’s show what an overturned water hauler looked like. The left photo shows
Jack Brill standing on the upside down deuce water hauler. On the right is Jim Julius & Jack Brill assisting in the
up-righting of the water hauler. The name of the driver is not known. The accident happened when the driver
was going too fast in making a turn on a dirt road beside a Turk farmers tobacco patch. The sudden movement of
the water in the tank caused the complete turnover of the truck. The driver was not injured as he jumped before it
turned over.

Jim Julius & his dog Snookey in April 1957
Remembers the dog that he named Snoopy. Snookey was given to him by the Turk Lieutenant in charge of the
Turk Unit that provided assistance in guarding the Sinop garrison. Jim later gave Snookey back to the LT when he
departed Det 4.

May 1, 2015

Page 34 of 53

Jim Julius built the above boat on the post in 1957 & named his boat Olie Jay after his wife Olga and Jay was for
Jim Julius.

The above is a rare photo that Jim Julius snapped in June 1957 while on the deck of a Turk submarine that had
surfaced in the Sinop harbor. On back of pix: “Captain of the Sub – I (Jim Julius) visited when the Turkish Fleet
came to Sinop in June 1957”.
[My comments] During the cold war the Russian’s controlled the Black Sea waters and I’m wondering who
monitored their comm’s & movements, etc. The only exit from the Black Sea is through the 180 mile long Turkish-

controlled Turkish Straits composed of the Bosporus, the Sea of Marmara and the Dardanelles. In the Bosporus
ships must navigate a passage that narrows to as little as 800 yards before the Sea of Marmara is reached. After
the Sea of Marmara, ships transit the final 40 miles of the straits, the Dardanelles, which are from one to four
miles wide.
With the breakup of the old Soviet Union the major port and naval facilities of Sevastopol, Odessa, and
Nikolayev were now under the jurisdiction of the Ukraine and to operate their Black Sea fleet Russia had to lease
these facilities from the Ukraine or build new centers along its eastern shore of the Black Sea. They chose to
lease and in 2014 took over ownership.
Three major nations now dominate the Black Sea, namely Ukraine, Russia, and Turkey, the latter of which is a
member of NATO. Bulgaria, Georgia and Romania also are minor nations

Above left is
Jim Julius holding the Hawk that he shot on post. The name of the other GI is not known.
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The
1957 Det 4 Unit day party on the beach. Per the reverse notes - the dark spots are the BBQ pits and the only GI’s
named were MSgt Benton talking to “Dutch”. Jim’s BIO lists Benton as the Senior NONCOM at Det 4 in 1956-57,
yet this is the first mention of his name.

The Det 4 theater in 1957 & 1958
The
inscription on the reverse side reads “Our theater, & chapel & recreation room & 2 waiters in the club. The seating
capacity - 90 men. We have over 300 on the hill

Building the BOQ in 1957

“God’s House” The new BOQ – wired by Jim Julius

The following 9 photo’s were taken at the Det 4 EM club
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In January 1957 the above building housed the Det 4 PX in the front and the dispensary in the rear
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Downtown Sinop - 1957
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Contacted on 8 May 2003. Very enthusiastic about his Tour of Duty at Sinop, Enlisted in the ASA at
Cleveland, OH. Took basic training at Ft. Carson at Colorado Springs, CO - then completed the cryptanalysis
course (981) at Ft. Devens before assignment to Det 4.
Remembers the 700 mile trip to Sinop in a bus with 40 other ASA'ers. Later drove ICKY BACHUK's to and from
Ankara and Sinop and got to know the scenery quite well. Remembers living in a tent, then moving into a 4-man
Jamesway Hut. Remembers the post mascot - GIMP.
Other vet's that he remembers: Maj Clark, Captain Allison (a WWII Vet that was well liked by everyone), M/Sgt
Benton (the senior NCO on the hill), John Sorge from NYC., Leo Diehl from Georgia, Don Lipscomb, Charlie
Covello and Buck and Jane Goss. Said that the Major (Clark?) ordered that the DOGS be removed from the post
and that that caused a major flap. Not sure if his memory remembers the incident correctly, but that a GI named
Martin from the Motor Pool was to be the exterminater of the dogs. He believes that Charlie Covello got into a
heated argument with Martin and ended up beating him to a pulp with his fists, but can't remember if Covello was
punished for the ruckus that he caused. Remembers the little skinny runt of a Sergeant named Jack Dunlap who
was there during his tour. Later in 1963 Jim Julius was scanning the pages of a Argosy magazine and came
across a full page photo of a spy. He immediately recognized the person as Jack Dunlap and then read the article
about Dunlap's spying and subsequent suicide. Jim worked his MOS for a while, then was assigned as a truck
driver and gopher. Hauled a lot of water to the base with SP4 Jack Brill who was from Teaneck, NJ. After the ASA
Jim returned to Fitchburg, MA and worked in the papermill there until retiring in 1997. Jim is a avid hunter and
was known to have shot quite a few birds on the 'hill' who flew in from the Black Sea. His retirement years are
spent hunting and being a Taxidermist. Hopes to attend the 2003 reunion and renew old friendships with exSinopers
ROOSEVELT, Richard H., YOB: 1939, RA12548809, E4, 204, Det 4, 59, (Connie), P.O. Box 737, 156 Donner
Brook Rd., Manchester, VT 05254, 413-652-4842, rhconslt@earthlink.net
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Dick Roosevelt at 2007 ASA picnic

Hi - Hope we’ve got things stirred up enough so we can put together a great record of Det 42… terrific you’ve found the first ASA ELINT flight pers (John V. Smith) for our operation.
Please send me present contact info on him so I can forward our patch. Incidentaly, I’ve
ordered more patches so we can handle the influx of additional crewmen this effort may
generate. Meanwhile, “on the road again”, been relocated by Spectra to construction of a
Compressor Station Cromwell CT, report this Sunday 26th , just south of Hartford CT. Likely
to be a while before I see you and Patty again, HAPPY BIRTHDAY PATTY !!!!
Regards, Dick

ROSE, Llewellyn P (Pat), YOB: 1931, 1LT, CDR, Det 4, AP55-MY56, (Anne), PO Box 393, Junction, TX 76849. 325446-2252, w5ozi1@verizon.net Ret/COL

Hello Elder,
Just enjoyed reading Dool 270, and your mention of my name at Det 4 in the early days reminded me
that I had recently (a few years ago) made some notes to remind me of things that happened in those
days. I keep procrastinating, but will see if I can make some sense of them. When I read about
something I remember, like Nazmi the barber, and other stuff I have made some notes in the hope that I
can give the guys who later came to Sinop what it was like, living in town in the Sinop Palas, with
maybe 12 guys to take care of and do our job, too. Guys who came later to live on a base on the hill
probably have no idea what it was like in those early days.
I will be 84 this month, but if you will kick my butt off and on, I will try to make something of my notes
and send them on to you. If there were ever a get together closer to Texas I might like to attend and
maybe contribute something.
I once took a picture of the “bombsite” toilet in the hotel but have lost it....someone must have one.
Best, Pat Rose
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115 9my03: ROSE, Llewellyn P (Pat) 02 AP55-MY56, (Anne), PO Box 393, Junction, TX 76849, 915-446-2252,
w5ozi@ktc.com. It was not my intention to be in ASA. It was an accident, I guess one could say. I was a Signal
Corps 1st Lt., fairly proficient in communications/electronics, and was assigned to Turkey, as a "Radar Officer". I
didn't know a damn thing about radar, but after getting to Ankara in April 1955 and hanging around there for what
seemed like ages, I finally got sent to Samsun, and then Sinop as the OIC of that detachment. Until I got there I
had absolutely no idea of what we were doing up there. I remember that there were about a dozen guys and we
had leased the Sinop Palas Hotel for our quarters, plus I believe there was another house that some of the men
leased for their quarters.
It didn't take long to find out what the job was.....entirely ELINT at that time, and it was a blast. Toward the end of
my tour in late 1955 or early 1956 we unpacked some airborne X-band receiving equipment and succeeded in
making some of what I believe were the first intercepts and recordings of Soviet airborne conical scan signals in
X-band. That, I believe, was the reason for the subsequent intense and rapid escalation of the Sinop site.
Sometime during my tour in Sinop, ASA took over the mission from the Signal Corps. I later moved to Germany
with ASA and later to an ASA battalion at Camp Wolters, Texas. Following that assignment, I went back to more
typical Signal Corps assignments, but the "electronic warfare" experience stuck to me, and I had several
assignments in that field. After Viet Nam, where I commanded a Corps Signal Battalion, a tour at the Pentagon
and later my final tour in London, I retired as a Colonel in 1976. You will have to forgive me because I am a
University of Texas "T-sipper", which is a big problem here in Junction with its strong Aggie following - still, they
do tolerate me. I have a son who lives in Dallas, and we visit now and then. Maybe I will have the chance to visit
with you and the other ASA'ers sometime.

SMITH, John Virgil, YOB: 1936, RA17411106, E4-E5, SMOS: 058, Det 4, 57-58,
(Colette, dec), 7007 Hawai Kai Dr., Apt L21, Honolulu, HI 96825, 808-396-3583 or cell
808-384-0460 johnvirgilsmith@yahoo.com

The above is the passport photo of John Smith for his assignment to Det 4
MY ASA EXPERIENCE: TUSLOG DET 4
First a little background info on John Virgil Smith.
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John Smith enlisted on 27 July 1955 and took basic at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. It was at
Chaffee that he found out he would be assigned to the ASA and he received orders for Fort
Devens after basic. He arrived to Devens for processing which took several weeks. During
that processing he took the language test and promptly received orders for Monterey, CA.
where he was enrolled to learn Vietnamese.
He completed the course and was awarded PMOS of 965 that equated to Vietnamese
translator. In comparison the MOS for Russian was 988 at that time sent to NSA Hqs at
Arlington Hall Station in VA. John described it as a old girl school. Spent 2 and one half years
there. He complained and that he had a choice of going to an Aleutian Island, called Shemya,
in Alaska or to Sinop, Turkey.
He informed that he was a friend of Jim Baker at Sinop and was one of the three Vietnamese
translators he mentioned in DOOL #173 of his BIO. While at AHS a secondary MOS of 058
was added to his 201 file because he could copy 15 wpm. He, Robert Fox and the other U/I
965 arrived at Det 4 on 8 June or July 1957 and no one knew what to do with them. Jim Baker
in DOOL #173 wrote that two were given OJT and cross-trained to work as analysts and John
Smith was OJT’d as a 058. All 3 turned out to be exceptional good workers, becoming highly
productive in a short time. During that time he remembers a SFC named Van Pelt who could
copy code with one headset tuned to a frequency and held to one ear and the other headset
tuned to a frequency and held to his other ear – and could copy what was being sent.
Of interest and without my probing he mentioned that he knew and worked for SFC Jack
Dunlap on the construction crew. Dunlap once told him to wear a white T-shirt instead of a
blue T-shirt when wearing fatigues. Another time he remembers being in Ankara with a Motor
Pool convoy and during that trip was in a Turk nightclub and observed Dunlap with a foxy
female who introduced her to him. Her name was something like Tishik Light. Dunlap was
known to travel to the Samsun karahani frequently.
During this chat about Jack Dunlap - he told me that he once had a photo of Dunlap in his
album and after Dunlap was caught as a spy - he destroyed that photo. Later around 1964 he
was interviewed for a job with the CIA and was feeling quite comfortable with his answers until
he was asked if he knew Jack Dunlap. He told the interviewer all that he could remember
about Jack Dunlap.
John then related that in September 1957 he rode with a GI from the Motor Pool whose name
was Ben, possibly Martin, to Samsun on a laundry run or something like that. Later that night
they went to the Karahana and as they walked into the compound, most of the prostitutes
started yelling Ben Ben, Hey Ben, as they hung out of the building windows. Ben picked one
and John said that he too selected one to spend the night with, but after an hour or so felt
guilty, paid her and left for the AF transient quarters. The next day they drove to Ankara and
that evening they went to a nite club and every one there knew Ben Ben.
John V. Smith’s memory of his time at Det 4 and of his time spent with the US Navy at Incirlik’
I volunteered for the Army Security Agency with a three-year enlistment in January 1955. After
basic, I was sent to Fort Devens for processing and then to the Army Language School for 12
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months of Vietnamese language training. After that I was assigned to NSA at Arlington Hall for
translation work. In mid 1957 I got tired of translating French Foreign Legion intercepts of
VietMinh communications from 1954 and went to NSA HQ requesting overseas assignment.
NSA could only break low level VietMinh encryptions, which were usually instructions to the
cadre. They were repetitive and boring, typically beginning with something like: “The running
dog lackeys of the warmongering Yankee imperialists continue to ...” . In those days, NSA was
a smaller organization with HQ in what had been a girls' finishing school, Arlington Hall. I’ve
read that the school had originally been procured by something called “Signals Intelligence
Service” early in WWII and the site had worked chiefly on decrypting Japanese
communications.
All the working buildings were 2-story WWII temporaries behind the trees. When I appeared at
the HQ mansion, the little old lady in tennis shoes who ran assignments gave me the choice of
the Aleutian Chain or Turkey, both requiring that I extend my enlistment 6 months to meet the
required “hardship post” one year assignment. I considered this a choice between grizzly bears
and belly dancers.
She kindly set me up for Turkey as a morse intercept operator 058 although I could only copy
at around 15 words per minute. I went to Sinop, Turkey, on the Black Sea. I was one of the
three Vietnamese translators, mentioned in Jim Baker’s history, who were so bored that we
banded together to take this assignment
I’m skipping descriptions of the stops in South Carolina, Bermuda, the Azores and Libya
in a comfortable C-121 and Athens and Ankara on mail sacks in a C-124. In Ankara I
was instructed to wait at 6:00 next morning near a small airplane and a shack at an
otherwise empty corner of the international airport. The plane was a DeHavilland Otter,
and eventually the world’s oldest Army Captain appeared and told me to throw my stuff
into the plane. Two hours later I was looking down at a peninsula jutting out into the
Black Sea, capped with a mountain that showed a few shacks and tents and a lot of
antennas at the crest.. The town of Sinop was located on the neck of the peninsula,
between the mainland and the mountain. A jeep started down from the crest and we
circled over a pasture on the mainland until the jeep arrived and swept up and down the
pasture scaring off the cows so we could land. The cows weren’t much bigger than
Great Danes, a comment on the available nourishment.
The job: we were trying to catch telemetry from Soviet missile launches. The Soviets
had two major sites: one north of the Caspian (Kapustin Yar) and another north of the
Aral Sea in what is now Kazakhstan (near Tyura Tam and now known as the Balkanor
Space Center).
Our job was to capture manual morse signals from their control stations and the furthest
weather station broadcasting in high volume. This was the first clue for how long the shot
would be: which of the string of six weather stations was sending the most traffic. The farthest
station was somewhere on Kamchatka.
I don't think anyone ever bothered to attempt to decrypt all the downrange stuff we copied,
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only volume seemed to count. The control stations sent only 3-digit operational codes, so no
knowledge of Russian was required. And the Soviets always used a really professional control
operator at the launch sites. These guys transmitted with such precision that at first I thought it
must be a playback from a punched paper tape, common practice in those days. I was
surprised when one finally made a mistake and corrected him/herself, giving away that it was a
human fist. The Soviets changed the control frequency for every launch and never sent
identifying call signs but this unusual precision made it somewhat easier to identify the control
operator out of a mess of manual Morse transmissions. The other "giveaway" was the perfect
maintenance of their control’s transmitters. Remember, this was in the days of vacuum tubes.
The control operators' transmitters sounded like they'd been assembled with new tubes the
day before, everything perfect with no squeals or wavering. The trouble was finding them with
such a short transmission and within the space between the 30 and 40 meter bands. There’s a
frequency range from 7.600 to 9.400 that doesn’t belong to ham or commercial high frequency
usage. I don’t know about today but this range back them was generally used by governments
and military although there was no official designation. Of course, no government agency or
military unit today uses manual Morse.
Finding the control operator within that range required a lot of fast, constant cranking by
multiple operators. We’d only start looking for the control transmissions when the downrange
stations began sending high volumes of traffic, the precursor of a launch. The Soviets had fired
off so many IRBMs for tests and training that we had a fairly complete matrix of encoded
commands: stuff like "delay 30 minutes", "launch time remains the same", etc. All this was
derived from empirical observation, mostly back at NSA HQ, but we were able to add a couple
of commands based upon obvious effect on launch time. The command set was depicted as a
three dimensional matrix, one index per digit. Luckily, the Soviets seem to have never sent a
“launch time”, only “time until launch”, which made it easier to anticipate. Notice I’ve been
generous with the term “we”. I was too slow to make a real contribution to the downrange
transmission intercepts.
The ELINT people were getting telemetry but not "live" telemetry with fuel being consumed.
By the time the missile came up to our horizon the fuel was expended. We were about 2,200
miles from our targets. NSA and the military wanted live stuff to learn something about their
propulsion systems. Our rockets, mostly Navy Vanguards, were blowing up on their stands
during this period. Getting live telemetry required a listening station at altitude. Somewhere
back at the Pentagon the Army negotiated with the Navy to rent "intelligence taxis" . You got a
plane, crew, and mostly empty equipment racks.
There were two squadrons that did this: VQ2 based in Port Lyautey Morocco, and VQ1
in Japan. These squadrons were basically intelligence gatherers, and did penetrations
as well as rent out aircraft. VQ2 had dispatched two A3Ds for their own missions to
Incirlik Air Base in southern Turkey, next to Adana. These normally had 3-man crews
with pilot/AC and bombardier/navigator and a third crewman position behind the AC
facing starboard. This would have been the one available seat in the A3D, where the
defensive countermeasures operator would normally have sat. There would have been
space only for tuning heads at the position, with the tape deck and and actual receivers
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in the unpressurized bomb bay. Instead, the Navy provided 2 P2V-5Fs for our mission.
I don’t know why I was picked to be the COMINT guy in the P2Vs. I was certainly the
least skilled 058 in the bunch.
Probably it was a question of who could do the job that they could easily do without. The
Soviet controllers transmitted slowly enough that little Morse skills were required. I learned
about my new assignment when one of the warrants, Mr. Arnold Taylor, ordered me to begin
using a newly installed transmitter to send dummy signals from one-time-pads every 5
minutes, identifying the station as PVR50. Myself and others had been doing this for about a
month when I was told about my assignment to be on the receiving end of PVR50 at Incirlik.
Mr. Taylor was ex-Navy and knew a lot about the P2V program.
Incidentally, I still have a copy of my flight orders somewhere, signed by some Adjutant
in the office of the Secretary of the Army or the Army Chief of Staff. Forgot which. Don’t
know why it had to go that high. Strangely, they read that I was to “participate in flight
operations as a non crew member”, although I was to be eligible for flight pay. The
dates in the orders were off by 4 months. Normally this wasn't a problem since i was
flying anyway. What was important was that my $150 per month flight skins weren't
paid until the dates were eventually straightened out. In those days $150 was a near fortune.
As I remember, I wasn’t paid at all for about three months after I went to Incirlik. I think I
borrowed five dollars from a Navy guy so I could get a haircut and buy cigarettes.

Above left is the P2V prop/jet that John Smith flew on. On the right is a side view of a similar
P2V that flew out of Incirlik AB in Adana, Turkey.
So now I'm at Incirlik with the Navy. At the radioman’s position in the P2V there was one of two
Collins receivers that we’d brought from Sinop. I also had the standard Navy receiver with a
Vernier dial, so old it still had Marconi’s fingerprints.
The P2Vs had the Wright Cyclone 3350 engines with power recovery turbines on the
exhausts. The normal range was something more than 4,500 miles and the distance
between our tracking path and Incirlik was only about 450 miles. Anyway, these P2V's
additionally had two huge auxiliary fuel tanks in the bomb bays instead of iron bombs or
depth charges. We could stay up forever.
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Here’s a photo of engine start. You can see the APS-20 radome in the belly, and the J-34 jet
engines outboard of the reciprocal engines.
Multiple COMINT 058s at Sinop did all the real work. They were sending those five-digit
transmissions behind the call sign PVR50 every 5 minutes, 24 hours/day. Both the
Soviet control operators and PVR50 transmitted at such a slow, precise pace that
reception was easy. PVR50 used the one-time-pads, sending five encoded zeros when
there was no activity. The Navy provided 2 operators to listen to PVR50 on the Collins
receiver we had on the ground. They were the two radiomen from the two P2Vs. I’d
stand multiple consecutive watches since I had nothing else to do. I was never farther
away then my bunk or the mess hall.
When downrange activity indicated a pending launch multiple operators at Sinop would start
scanning for transmissions from the control station. This was too big a job for one guy: to
constantly scan a large frequency range trying to catch a 3-digit transmission sent at random
intervals.
When Sinop found the control station they’d send the frequency as 5 digits with a leading zero.
They’d continue sending the frequency until another 3-digit command was sent and then they’d
send that effect until something else was received. If Sinop was fairly certain they’d determined
the launch time they’d send that exclusively, assuming I’d already found the control frequency.
They’d send this as five digits with a trailing zero. I had an unauthorized copy of the command
matrix in a safe in the radio shack in case PVR50 went down. The radio shack was actually a
locked room in a secured hangar just yards from the aircraft on their hardstands. Whoever was
guarding PVR50 would notify the Navy watch officer when activity was indicated. Since the
P2V could only cruise at about 200 mph with a top speed of about 300, we’d always try to get
off 3 hours before anticipated launch. At any speed near max speed even your teeth would
rattle. Once we took off without a recognized forecast launch time, when the Soviet control
sent a status command that was a blank space in our matrix. We ended up cruising up and
down the track path for five hours until the Soviet control sent a recognized cancellation.
When we were ready to go, with power in the aircraft, I’d catch the next PVR50 transmission,
then bring the current one time pad and the next two in sequence, along with my copy of the
command matrix and get to the radioman’s position on the active aircraft in time for the next
transmission. I had the two HF comm receivers and a split headset. The receiver I used to
listen to Sinop was the Navy issue. The one I used for the Soviets was the then newest Signal
Corps type with a numeric frequency display on rotating wheels as you cranked so that it
looked digital.
It was the R-390 made by Collins. I’ve read that a few of the latest models are still in use by
the military today. It has 26 vacuum tubes but can resist the strongest electromagnetic pulse.
When we were airborne I’d let out 120 feet of antenna to get a better signal from the Soviets.
This was an antenna wire with a small weight at the end, on a spool driven by an electric
motor. So, if something went wrong with Sinop I could continue to listen directly to the Soviets
for commands. In any case, it was Soviet Control that would actually send the active signals
related to launch and that was the most important set of their transmissions, described later.
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The only resource that was really limited was oxygen. I don't remember the complete tail
numbers but I remember the P2V ending in ...729 had two oxygen bottles at each station. P2V
...730 had banks of oxygen tanks mounted fore and aft of the wing box with copper tubing
running to each station. There were additional walkaround bottles on the flight deck and at my
station. We'd cruise at around 11,000 until it was time to get to altitude and track the path. I
don't remember the rate of climb of those P2Vs but it wasn't super, somewhere around 1,000
ft/minute at most. The tracking path was as close to the border of Soviet Armenia as was
considered safe.
Years later I learned that the CIA had a listening station in northern Iran very near the launch
sites and had caught all sorts of good intercepts they didn't share. I knew there was an Air
Force station at Diyarbikir but I assumed it was a ground-based station like ours at Sinop. I
learned only recently that we had a huge radar system there, something like the early warning
radars in Canada and Alaska. If the test missile’s target was more than 600 nm’s away from
the launch site it got high enough to be detected on radar. This was built in 1958 while I was at
Incirlik.
Because there was never an obvious launch failure while I was there I used to wonder if
the Soviets were messing with us by broadcasting playbacks of previous launches. Just
before I left for Incirlik a young ROTC 2nd Lt. arrived at Sinop with 4 enlisted men and
two truckloads of equipment. They laid a cement foundation and then assembled and
mounted a rotatable sonic dish about 25 feet in diameter. The idea was that if there had really
been a launch they’d hear the vestiges of the launch roar about 3 hours later.
I wasn’t privy to the results. The installation was gone when I passed through Sinop on
my way home.
Our first intercept was done by Navy personnel manning the ELINT receivers. When I heard
Soviet control's warning signal "777 BT" I'd mark the Zulu time to the second and warn the
ELINT people. As soon as I heard the steady "launch" tone I'd wait for the tone to switch to a
"beep", indicating the missile had "broken the tape." I'd alert the ELINT guys and again note
time down to the second on the clipboard, along with our altitude..
One week later, an SP4 from Sinop arrived to take over the ELINT job from the Navy. I’m not
sure of his last name but I believe his name was Rick Sanchez. Shame on me for forgetting.
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Above is a photo of Rick ?Sanchez?. He was a SP4 and it was he who was personally
responsible for some of the best intelligence gathered during this period.
Arriving back to Incirlik after a mission - I’d simply put my notes in the case with the tape. The
Navy took responsibility to courier the tape to JPL. Then NSA told Det 4 they were satisfied but
they wanted a narrative track on the tape, preferably spoken by an officer who’d be presumed
to speak clearly. Det 4 asked the Navy for help since they had no one to spare for the narrater
job. The Navy sent a black shoe Lt.Cmdr. from Port Lyautey to do this. On our next capture he
was aboard to narrate but passed out when we reached altitude, although there was
apparently nothing wrong with his oxygen supply or mask. The Lt.Cmdr. went back to Port
Lyautey and I became the narrator. That's how we worked together until my enlistment was up
and I mustered out. I did the COMINT and narration and Rick did the ELINT. We became very
good friends I’ve tried to find this Rick without success. If anyone remembers this Rick –
please let me know of his whereabouts ASAP. Many thanks.
Take a look at this next photo to see what we wore. A regular headset would have been nice
but we had no independent oxygen masks. Notice the photo is blurred from vibrations. We
must have been climbing or traveling somewhere near max speed.
I was scared the whole time that I'd be replaced by a more competent 058. An SFC had
arrived at Det 4 that was a legendary character. His name was Harry Craft. As a kid in WWII
he'd captured Japanese radar signals from a submarine. Years later, he was tracking Chinese
radars from an RB50 over the Yellow Sea when it was shot down with loss of life. I talked to
him about this once and he brushed off his experiences, claiming the most dangerous thing
he'd ever done was live with a Japanese girl who'd hit him over the head with a frying pan
whenever he came home drunk. As I recall – Harry Craft was about 5 ft 1 inch tall and sorta
good looking. He was known to frequent the NCO clubs. He is buried at Ft. Devens.
Incidentally, the one Det 4 NCO that seldom had a drink was Jack Dunlap, later discovered to
have been a spy for the Soviets who was recruited while in Turkey .
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That’s another story. After I was discharged and studying at Georgetown I made a few
dollars translating Vietnamese newspaper articles for something called the Joint Publications
Research Service, a company then wholly owned by the CIA. The CIA then offered me a full
time job translating but I had to go through a recruiter and take a polygraph. The recruiter was
a pretentious Princeton grad who looked down his nose at me during the interview. I had no
degree and apparently was from the wrong social class. During the polygraph test, to my
surprise, they asked me several questions probing for any association with Jack Dunlap. This
was at least a year before he killed himself. I had stayed at an Ankara hotel once when Dunlap
was also there and remembered he was always in company of the hottest Turkish lady I’d ever
seen. I can’t spell the hottie’s name but it sounded like “Tishik Light”. So, of course, the next
polygraph question was “Did you ever associate with a certain Tishik Light?” ( I didn’t know
whether she was a contact or simply a lady Dunlap paid for her favors.) Then they tested me
with a Vietnamese article to translate, a page in length. It look me all day to translate it but the
tester told me it was one of the best translations they’d ever had, not necessarily that I was
good at transliteration but good at expressing in English the intent of the article . I turned down
the job because they offered only a GS-5 pay level. That was the starting salary for a college
graduate with the necessary language skills but no experience. IBM was offering that for a
starting job and would pay full tuition for night classes. All this really upset the recruiter. After I
turned it down, the recruiter was forced to call me back and offer an experience bump to the
GS-5 base pay which was technically illegal. I turned that down as well and joined IBM. Later
in life I spent three years in Vietnam working for IBM. I still wonder about the possible life
consequences of that job choice.
Back to Incirlik. The Air Force would send up an RB47 for the same or similar missions. As I
heard it through hearsay, rather than entrust the crew with capture information, an operations
officer would attempt to anticipate the frequency of the telemetry and the actual time of the
launch. They would preset the receivers in the bomb bay to the anticipated frequencies, then
tell the crew to fly the track and record at a given time.
While I was at Incirlik I never heard of any Air Force successes but that could have been due
to the universal policy of not sharing information. After a telemetry capture Rick and I would
check the tape’s 48 channel telemetry recording on an oscilloscope in the ops hangar before
handing it over for courier delivery. The AF RB47 would fly in radio silence at night along -and sometimes over -- the border of the Soviet Union and other communist nations - collecting
essential intelligence about the size and capability of Soviet air defense radar networks.
Once, a U2 took off a couple of hours after we returned to get high altitude atmosphere
samples over the launch site, or actually over wherever winds aloft had blown the exhaust
fumes from the missiles. I was so naive I actually thought our telemetry capture was the launch
confirmation that caused the U2s to fly. Now I'm sure the confirmation came from that CIA
station in Iran.
The whole U2 activity was a CIA operation. The U2 pilots, when at Incirlik, stayed in airconditioned trailer homes within a fence-enclosed compound. I think now that information was
kept so close to the vest that there was no sharing between services nor even within services.
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What we were doing was no secret to the Soviets. Right above my comm receivers was what I
remember as an ANR-850. (But that's wrong since I can't find a historical reference to it on the
internet.) It used a fast rotating shovel antenna and presented on a big round screen, showing
the bearing and strength of any radar that was tracking us.
As we got closer to the Soviet frontier it lit up nicely and it must have been obvious we were
only there when something was launched. The Soviet search radars still used X-Band
frequencies, reverse engineered from our radars they'd kept at the end of WW II. Their early
antiaircraft missile systems used their own C-band equipment which that ANR device couldn’t
receive. When we got close to their border I could see the search radars switch from 360
degree search to sector scan or lock-scan on us so one knew they were interested.

The above is a P4M that Martin built around 20. They were customized for signal
reconnaissance, with big comfortable chairs on tracks that went the length of the consoles.
They did penetrations. Notice they were armed. I couldn't imagine those 20mm cannons would
do much against a MiG but I read later that one P4M actually saved itself by shooting one
down in the Bering Sea. I never flew on one. They had J33 jet engines for extra speed in an
extended nacelle below the recips. The P2Vs had J34s mounted separately, outboard of the
recips. We were so heavy we could only climb to 22,000 feet with the help of those jets.

Rick took this photo of me in front of our tent at Incirlik. They hadn’t yet found an extra pair of
fireproof coveralls in my size so I flew in the padded green undersuit. The heaters in the P2Vs
worked so well that I switched to just wearing fatigues until I got some coveralls.
I’ve mentioned “penetrations” a couple of times. As awkward and Rube Goldberg as my
experience might seem to a younger person, consider the 1950’s, a time when there
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were no satellites until Sputnik in 1957 and a couple of monkeys and dogs in space hops. The
first man in space wasn’t until Gargarin in 1961. Our military and the CIA would send aircraft to
and through Soviet defenses to see how effectively they would respond. Some of these crews
never made it back. Remember the U2 was hit by a missile and brought down in May 1960,
after which Eisenhower halted all penetrations.
Kodak was tasked with developing cameras that could take useful photographs from space for
a CIA project called CORONA. They used film cartridges that were dropped by the satellite on
radio command and caught over the Pacific by C-119’s as they parachuted down. If they
missed, Navy ships positioned nearby had two days to retrieve the floating film capsule. A salt
cork would dissolve after that time and the capsule would sink to avoid possible Soviet
capture.. Talk about Rube Goldberg.
Enough history.
Finally, here’s a picture of my family.

My beautiful wife Colette passed away in 2014 of colorectal cancer that spread to her
liver. But not before she saw the baby grandson our daughter Valerie gave us
STEINMETZ, Kenneth A, YOB: 1940, RA17493177, 059, E3-E4, 059, Det 4, 18JL58-JA59, (Sharon), Priddy St.,
Bloomer, WI 54724, 715-568-5215, no 3-mail
On 21 April 2015 I was going thru my files and came across the name of Kenneth A. Steinmetz and 31 other
058’s who were immediately sent on 18 July 1958 by the USASA command in Frankfurt to Sinop,Turkey to aid
th
and keep a Morse signals watch on Soviet military units located near the Black Sea and in particular the 104
Guards Airborne Division for the Soviet Union’s intention and possible deployments during the Lebanon Crisis.
For the most part these 32 PFC teenagers were in-processing at the 251st ASA Processing Company at Gutleut
Kaserne and were told on the afternoon of 18 July 1958 to get shots and draw FULL FIELD gear and that they
would be departing Rhein/Main Airport that evening. I guess it is safe to say that things were really jumping for
those involved. They were not told where they were going, but most had read the Stars and Stripes reports on the
Lebanon situation and thought that they were going to Beirut. Their EASY army life was about to be changed
overnight and each had inner feelings that was known only to them.
I suggest that anyone wanting to find out more about this sudden deployment of 058’s to Sinop - do some
research on the 1958 Lebanon troubles that took place 18 July 1958 thru 25 October 1958. Basically, the cause
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of that uprising was that the Lebanese Muslims feared that the delicate balance between Christianity and Islam in
the Lebanese government was in peril. Go to http://dool-1.tripod.com and click on DOOL’s 106 and 109 and read
those report and the names of the thirty-two 058’s involved. In addition – there were about 10 other 058’s that
were sent to Sinop from other ASA units in Germany. Also I must admit that the list of 32 might be in error as at
the time of deployment from Frankfurt – very few in Personnel knew what was going on – only that they had to get
a LOT of 058’s to Sinop - per the direction of the Commander-in-Chief, Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Adding to the regional tension, and on the very same day (14 July 1958) leftist Iraqi officers assassinated their
nation's king (King Faisal II) and prime minister (Crown Prince Abdul-Illah, the King’s uncle) in a swift
revolutionary coup that ended the monarchy and brought to power a military junta headed by Abdul Karem
Kassim. Kassim reversed the monarchy's pro-Western policies, attempted to rectify the economic disparities
between rich and poor, and began to form alliances with Communist countries. This prompted the Lebanese
President Chamoun and the King of Jordan to request military assistance from the US. The US participation was
conducted by USAREUR and the overall plan was to occupy and secure the Beirut International Airport, a few
miles south of the city, then to secure the port of Beirut and approaches to the city. By 5 August, all of the
assigned forces had reached Beirut and the bulk of their equipment and initial resupply had arrived or was en
route. The Navy's Sixth Fleet conducted air operations and the USAF Tactical Air Command consisting of F100’s, B-57’s, RF-101’s, RB-66’s, and WB-66’s were deployed from the US to Incirlik AFB. These aircraft and
supporting personnel over-whelmed the facilities at Incirlik. Since no ground fighting involving Americans broke
out, the strike force flew missions to cover troop movements, show-of-force missions over Beirut, aerial
reconnaissance sorties, and leaflet drops. Stable conditions were maintained until a new government was
installed in Lebanon. American troops left Lebanon in October 1958, after the tension diminished. Some of the
058’s stayed at Det 4 while others were returned to Germany
For the history buffs – Saddam Hussein took over as the dictator of Iraq in 1979 and ruled until ousted in April
2003 – was captured in December 2003 and executed in December 2006 at age 69.
At this point – I’m inserting Jon Kjoller’s memory of the 1958 Lebanon crisis as it appeared in DOOL #109:
Dear Elder, Just got thru reading #106 and saw the story about Lebanon and wanted to add to the story. I had just
settled into my 058 routine at Baumholder and was getting to know what a 058 really had to do because it was a
stretch from Devens to real copy. Started to know Baumholder a little and even got a weekend trip to Paris. Then
got the call to saddle up and ship out because of the Lebanon crisis. I think about 10 of us packed very rapidly
and flew out of Frankfurt. This had to be around July 18th. I remember landing in Ankara late at nite and the lights
made it look pretty nice from the air. It was quite a change to wake up to the street sounds and strange music. We
got shots in Ankara and very shortly boarded a Turk bus, not trucks, to Sinop. The bus was full , 30 or so, and I
recall an arduous trip. And so there we were in Sinop, did not go in the Jamesway huts but were put in, double up,
the wood single story bldgs and slept on cots in the aisles. Within one week several of up contracted Hepatitis
from some of the Turk kitchen help who found no need to wash their hands. We then settled into the mission and
had a good year. I certainly would have liked to have stayed in Germany, what a great experience but it was not
to be, so I enjoyed Turkey as I could. I don't remember any real problems, riots, suicides, lack of morale so I can't
relate to some of the stories. For most of us there was a feeling of comradeship and a sense of why we were
there. As I recall there were between 15-20 manual morse positions on one side and on the other side were the
missile and space positions. As I remember there was no specific units to monitor – only to search
Please add the following names to the Lebanon transfers from Baumholder, Germany......Jon P. Kjoller, Ted
Lowery, Robt McCreary and Ken Ruehl – all 058’s
We all left Sinop about the same time and went to 316th ASA Bn, a STRAC unit, at Camp Wolters,TX for our
remaining year.
Here’s an interesting fact about Camp Wolters: Camp Wolters was the location where two of WWII's most
famous enlisted infantrymen underwent basic training - Audie Murphy and Eddie Slovik. Most remember Audie
th
Murphy for his valor and not so many PVT Eddie Slovik who while serving with the 28 Infantry Division in France
– threatened to desert but didn’t - in November 1944 and later was convicted and executed by Firing Squad on 31
January 1945 for desertion. For the facts on Slovik’s so-called desertion – Use bing.com and type Eddie Slovik
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for interesting info on his wanting to be assigned to a job other than Infantryman Compare Slovik’s fate with that
of desertion by Bowe Berghdahl!!!!
Ted Lowery has a BBQ place in Hillsboro, TX , I'm in New Braunfels, TX but I don't know where the other are
located. I have quite few shots of Sinop at the ASA Sinop site and would love to hear from others who were there
during my years at Sinop or Wolters. I'll stay in touch.......Jon
Now back to PFC Steinmetz sudden deployment to Det 4 in Sinop. He enlisted for ASA duty at Eau Claire, WI in
1957 and was sent to Fort Carson at Colorado Springs, CO for basic training. Then onward to Fort Devens for
morse code training, but was re-cycled into non-morse training and was awarded PMOS of 059 and sent to
USASAEUR Hqs in Frankfurt where he was when he was notified on 18 July 1958 that he and many others (he
didn’t know how many others) had to be get shots and draw FULL FIELD gear and that they would be departing
Rhein/Main Airport in Frankfurt that evening. I guess it is safe to say that things were really jumping for those
involved. They were not told where they were going, but he and a few others had read the Stars and Stripes
reports on the Lebanon situation and thought that they were going to Beirut. His so-called EASY army life was
about to be changed. He admits that he did not have time to exploit the nightlife and gasthouse adventures near
the Frankfurt Hauptbahnhof, the Fisherstube or fraternize with the ladies of the street during their short stay in
Frankfurt. But after 6 months at Sinop he returned to Frankfurt and enjoyed the just listed adventures.
He and the others landed at Esenboga Airport - 21 miles from Ankara, Turkey and were met by a very hefty
Sergeant Freddy Helton and the next day they were on two Turk buses for the 10-12 hour trip to Sinop. It was at
Det 4 that it was made known that he was a 059 and not a 058. He only worked several days as a 059 in
operations because of the lack of equipment and more or less made himself scarce on s daily basis. He did not
enjoy his short stay at Det 4. He departed Sinop in January 1959 on the Black Sea steamer and went back to
Frankfurt where he worked in the I.G. Farben building. Enjoyed his stay in Frankfurt.

THAT’S ALL. HOPE U ENJOYED IT.
IF SO – SEND ME AN EMAIL EXPRESSING YOUR VIEWS
TO
asagreenhornet@comcast.net
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